7 


ade to Afri 


THROUGH 


xereof, from the Beginning of the laſt Century, 
to this Time. BE 
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ie Nature and uncommon Circumſtances of that 
ADE are particularly conſider d; and all the Kg 
urg d alternately by the Two contending Parties he 
touching the different Methods now propoſed by them, * 
carrying on the ſame to a National Advantage, imparcially 


ſtated and conſider d. 
55 By all which, 


ew is given of ſuch a Conſtitution, as ( if cf liſh'd 
of Parliament) would, in all Probability, render the AFRICAN. 
de a permanent, creditable and advantageous Trade to BRITAIN, > 3 
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RA DE 5 s ſo 22756 become the celebrated obe 
c the Defires and Affections of all Nations, that 
= they court it with ſuch eager Addreſſes as commonly 
Wa expoſes many of them, to ** Hazard of encountring 
violent Storms and other Dangers; yea frequently, even Death it 
ſelf in all its various and moſt terrible Shapes. And ſince it is 
acknowledg'd that Trade (ſo difficult to be obtain d, ibo eaſily 
Toft) has been the Source and chief F oundation of the Riches, 
| Strength, Power and Greatneſs of this Kingdom ; it is nb won-. 
der if we look with a very jealous Eye, on all | ach Steps of any of 
our neighbouring Nations, or others, as may ſeem to have a Ten- 
dency towards the || upplaming us in the i of any eſſen- 
tial Part thereof. 
And there being no Branch of any foreign Trade whatſo over, 
beyond the Limits of Europe, ſo naturally adapted to the Intereſt 
of Britain and the Plantations thereunto belonging, as the Trade 10 
Africa is, I thought it might be no unacceptable piece of Service to 
the Publick, to beſtow ſome vacant Hours in collecting ſuch pro- 
per Materials as might give a juſt and clear _ of the paſt and 
Preſent State thereof; when ſo many People of all ſides ſeem to be 
_ znduſtriou ſly hurried on, into quite different and divided Senti- 
ments, concerning the E flabliſhment of a 0 onſtitution ſuitable to the 
Nature and Circumſtances of that Trade : And have therefore, in 
the following Sheets, adwentur'd to publiſh ſuch Matters of Fact as 
have occur'd to my "Obſervation, with my own private Sentiments 
thereupon. 

I have, for the Reader's Ex ſe, endeavour d to obſerve ſomething 
of 4 regular Method throughout this Treatiſe, by dividing it into 
ſeveral Chapters, under different Heads, and marking ſome Note 

of every Section upon the Margin, except in the laſt Chapter, which 
is di Ferently diſpoſed : Yet the reaſoning Part is ſo chain d toge- 
tber, in one continu'd Thread, that a Stranger to the ſeveral Points 
of Fact diſcuſſed therein, can ſcarcely be Maſter of any one Chap. 
ter, without referring in ſeveral Particulars to ſome of the reſt. 

1 muſt own that, as in many Volumes of far greater Bulk, ſo in 
th. e few Sheets, the moſt trifling part takes up the greateſt room; 
for indeed the mo ft material Part thereof might bave been eaſi 7 
romprehended in a much narrower Compaſs : But in obviating ſes 
veral fallacious Poſitions and Suggeſtions inſiſted upon by parti- 
cular Perſons, I was neceſſarily oblig d to trace their Steps thro ma- 
2 uy 


* To the Reader. 

: ny Windings and Turnings, backward and forward, which gave 
occaſion to ſeveral Repetitions and Digreſſi zons, which otherways 
had been altogether needleſs. | 

E I can eaſily foreſee, that ſome People may be apt to miſtake me 
— for ſome Perſon concern d in the Royal-African-Company ; but I 
ſolemnly profeſs, upon my Veracity, and as I would be believed in 
the greateſt of Truths, that I hawe no particular or immediate Con- 
cern in either the Stock of that Company, or of any f the ſeparate 
Traders to Africa; and may therefore reaſonably hope to be the 
leſs ſuſpefied._ of Partiality in what I write, concerning both or ei- 
ther of theſe contending Parties : Tea I can ſ afely averr that, when 
firſt I entred upon making any particular Enquiry into the Nature 
and State of the African Trade, for my own private Satisfaction: 
No Man in this City could lerer had leſs Braſs upon bis Inclinati- 
on, in relation to that Matter : But when, in my ſearch after Truth, 
I met with what to me ſeem d to be a certain Ewillence > whether 
ſo or not) it was not poſſible for me to ſtand Proof againſt Convi- 
Gion: And hawing once fully convinced my ſelf, I could not well 
ſtand Neuter any longer in ſuch a National Concern : And I hope 
that my having been at ſome Pains to convince my ſelf in the firſt 
place, may. Probably be one good fep towards the _—y f | 
others. 
If in the M. arm of "9" Re I may have happen 410 drop ho” 7 
Word or Sentence, at which either of the Parties may take the leaft 
Offence, it is more than I intended; for, I am ſo far from having 
any perſonal Prejudice againſt any of them, that, even where I ſeem 
10 be hardeſt on either ſide, I ſhun pointing at any one Man iz 
particular; and indeed, all along, I mean no more than barely to 
overturn ſuch of their Arguments as ſeem'd to have no real Fanndd: 
tion: But the Truth is, it was almoſt impoſſible to touch any of 
the ſe eparate Traders Pamphlets, without the Hazard of being infect 
ed with ſome part of the Scurrility of their Stile and Language . uy 
leaſt ſo fur as to make it recoil upon the Authors. d 
Ihe Italians (who are ſaid to be a moſt cunning and diſcerning | 
People ) hade a very odd, but ſhrewd proverbial Prayer : God 
preſerve me from my Friends; I'Il beware of my Enemies. The 
Moral of which is, no doubt, that onr-Friends (if they take Ad. 
vantage thereof) have many more Opportunities of betraying, de- 
ceiving and over-reaching us; than our profeſſed Enemies can 
ever be ſuppoſed to have. The Conſideration of which, may ſuffi- 
ciently juſtifie my being ſo Particular in ſeveral Chaprers concern. 
ing the Proceedings of our Friends, the Ducch, and _ _ Tra- 
ders on the Coaſt of Africa. | | 
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Conſtitution and Management 
be THE 


AFRICAN TRADE, &e 


The INTRO RHuS II. 


Ne ERIENCE, that great Baffler of n makes 
: FR it evident, by innumerable Inſtances which may be 
brought from the Annals and Tranſactions of all 
ö THe Ages, that the wiſeſt of Councils, even Parliaments, 
have been, and ſtill may be, miſtaken in their Mea- 
ſures and Views of Things, whenever they proceed 
either upon Miſ-information as to Points of Fa&, or 
upon bare ſpeculative Suppoſitions. 

Thence it is, that our Legiſlators have ſo frequently, upon better 
Information, found it neceſ ary to alter, amend, and ſometimes re- 
peal ſeveral Laws and Acts, even of their own making, and to en- 
act new ones in their ſtead. 

When the Parliament Anno 9 & 10 Gulielmi thought fit to paſs 
an A&, for ſettling the Trade to bile; in ſuch manner as is parti- 
cularly expreſſed in the ſaid Act; beyond all Peradventure, they did 


EZ ay 


it upon ſuch Grounds and Views, as ſeem'd moſt Reaſonable to them 


at the Time; and I freely own, that tho' I had not any particular 
Concern in that: AR, yet I was one of the Number of thoſe who 
could not then forbear expreſling a Satisfaction at the paſſing thereof 
as glving implicite Credit-to the plauſible Topick then made uſe of: 


That the laying of that Trade . any Reſtraint or Limi- 
tation, 


2 


tation, would not only have been more agreeable to the common 


liberty of the Subject, but be likewiſe a mean to improve and carry 
it on, to the more general Satisfaction and Advantage of the whole 


Nation: For the Truth is, I had not then examin d, or fully con- 


ſiderd, the Nature and Circumſtances ef that Trade, as differing 
from that of all others, in many Reſpects. 3 0 


Yet who in the Courſe of above ten years Tryal and Experience 


of letting that Trade lie open to all Her Majeſty's Subjects indiſtinct- 
ly, we ſee that the Succeſs. thereof falls fo. far ſhort of our Expecta- 


tions, that neither the Company alone, nor the ſeparate Traders joint- 
ly confider'd, nor the Britiſb Plantations in America, nor the Nati- 
on in general, are Gainers thereby; yea, that on the contrary, the 


Company's Joint-Stock ſeems to be daily decreaſing ; the ſeparate 


Traders are ſome of them ruin'd, and others diſcourag d by conſide- 


rable Loſſes; the Planters complaining extremely of the great Scar- 


city of, and extravagant Advance upon 'the Price of Negroes, while 


others, at the {ame Time, are. complaining of the Low and Mean 
Prices of Woollen and other Britiſi Manufactures, on the Coaſt of 
Guinea; and if ſome few of them happen to be Gainers by that Trade, 
I have too much Ground to believe, that their Succeſs is not ſo much 
the Effect of the preſent Conſtitution, as of ſome other indirect Cau- 


ſes: The Conſideration of all which, did induce me to make ſome 


Enquity into what ſhould be the real Cauſe of this great Diſappoint- 


ment to the Nation: And for obtaining Satisfaction therein, I was 


deſirous to have, in the firſt Place, converſed with, and procured In- 
formation from ſome of the ſeparate Traders themſelves, as to what 
related more immediately to their ſeveral and reſpective Intereſts: 
But theſe Gentlemen not having any particular fix d Place, nor com- 
mon Truſtees or Servants that T know of, for keeping any general 
Record of their Proceedings, Correſpondencies, Diſcoveries or Obſer- 


vations, I found it impracticable to obtain ſuch Information or Satiſ- 
faction from them, as the Nature of the Caſe ſeems to require; and 
ſome few of them, with whom I had occaſion to converſe, upon that 
Head, inſiſted mainly on the bad Suceeſs of the preſent Company; 
and that with ſuch undecent Language and deſpiteful Reflections, as 
I own, gave me but a very indifferent Impreſſion of either their Tem- 
per or Veracity: Tho as to their own Performances, they commonly 
ſhifted treating of ſuch Particulars, as could be of any material Uſe 


for my preſent Purpoſe; but referr'd me generally to thoſe political 
Computations and Accounts of Things, which were preſented by 
them, or in their Names, to the Commiſſioners for Trade and Plan- 


tations, and to ſuch printed Abſtracts thereof as were diſperſed among 
the Members of Parliament the laſt Lear; on which I could truly lay 


but very little Streſs: Eſpecially fince I faw the Suggeſtions therein 
contain d ſo flatly contradicted, and (at leaſt ſeemingly) confuted by 
ſome certain Obſervations thereupon, which were ſoon thereafter 
printed and publiſh'd, on behalf of the Royal-African-Company : But I 
ſhall take Occaſion to confider theſe political Computations, more par- 
ticularly hereafter, in their proper Place. Bent 07-1 | 

I had then recourſe to a worthy Gentleman of that Company, who, 
gueſſing at the Deſign of my Enquiry, very frankly and courteouſly 


pro- 
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procured me a fight of their Books, and order d one of their Clerks 
to allow me, whenever I pleas'd, the peruſal of all ſuch Advices and 
Accounts, as were, at any time, ſent home to the Company, either 
from the Coaſt of Africa, or the Weſtery Plantations; which (not- 
withſtanding all. the Difficulties under which, I find, they have long 
ſtruggled) yielded me infinitely more Saxisfaction than at firſt I coul 
have well imagin'd : For whoſoever would be at the Pains to go thro! 
the ſeveral Volumes of Memoirs, Declarations, Affidavits and Epiſto- 
latory Accounts, which they have by them, full of the Company's 
Tranſactions with relation to the Dutch, French, Portugueze, Danes, 
Brandenburghers, Natives, Interlopers, and ſeparate Tales upon that 
Coaſt, for many Years paſt, may eaſily ſee that the different Intereſts 
and Deſigns of our many contending Rivals, for engroſſing the Riches 
and Trade of that vaſt Continent, together with the many new Cir- 
cumſtances and unexpected Emergencies which muſt daily attend ſuch 
a Rivalſhip and Emulation in Trade, do naturally require a ver 
conſiderable Joint-Stock, a coercive Power, exact OFconomy, intenſe 
and vigilant Application, and a larger Share of the Royal and Parlia- 
.. mentary Countenance at Home, and Protection Abroad, than the pre- 
ſent Company has ever had, for carrying on that Trade, ſo as to 
make it a permanent, creditable and advantageous Trade to the 
Nation. | | 

To illuſtrate which Poſition, I ſhall not amuſe the Reader, with 
long prefatory Diſcourſes, concerning the many Advantages of foreign 
Trade in general, or of this valuable 'Branch thereof in particular ; 
that being a Point ſo univerſally acknowledg d already; that the go- 
ing about to prove it, would be almoſt as needleſs, as to write an ela- 
borate :Diſfertation, for proving that the Sun, without the Interpo- 
ſition of a Cloud, muſt ſhine in our Horizon, by Twelve a Clock of 
uu f „ | 

But kind it therefore as unqueſtionably granted, that the Trade 
to Africa is, and muſt always be, of very great Importance to Britain, 
and the Britiſh Plantations in America; I ſhall briefly ſtate the main 
Queſtion in debate thus: Whether, as we are now circumſtanced, with: 
relation to our many foreign Competitors, on the Coaſt of Africa; it 
may be thought more adviſable; for the Nation's Intereſt and Advan- 
tage, to carry on that Trade, by a collective Society of capable and 
intelligent Men, having one and the ſame Joint-Stock, Intereſt, De- 
ſigns, and uniform Rules of Government and Management, with ex- 


cluſive Privileges, Oc. or by all ſuch Perſons indiſtinctly as have a 


mind to trade thither, when and how they pleaſe, with ſeparate 


Stocks, divided Intereſts, and different Deſigns, and Rules of Ma- 


nagement? | | | 5 | 
Truly, for my part, I think that, according to fuch Views as I have 
now of theſe Matters, the very putting of the Queſtion ſeems near 


to reſolve it; yet in order to diſcuſs it more diſtinctly, and to the 


more general Satisfaction of all who think themſelves any way con- 
cern'd, and that I may not ſeem to advance my own Opinion too Ma- 
giſterially, without conſidering the Nature and Importance of the 
Point controverted, I ſhall, with as much Brevity and Perſpicuity as 
can, make ſome Retroſpe&ion into the Progreſs of our Trade to 
| 2 | | Afric Aa; 
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Africa, ever ſince we had any footing there; conſider the Methods 
and Politicks always practiſed by our Rivals on that Coaſt: And by 
comparing the Tranſactions of paſt Times, with our preſent Circum- 
ſtances, draw ſuch natural Inferences and Concluſions from the ſame, 
as (without regard to the private Intereſt, Caprice, Humour or De- 
ſigns of particular contending Parties) may ſeem moſt agreeable to 
Reaſon, and moſt conducive to. the Improvement and Security of the 
Britiſh Intereſt in general, on that Coaſt for the future. 


* > . a ——ũ— 


** 


An Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of our Trade 
to AFRICA, preceding the Tear 1697. 


The firſt l- 5 Ns Bour the latter end of Q. Elizabeth's, and in the begin- 


7” 
7 


tempt made by GN + : : : | 
the Engliſn, ning of Her Succeſſor King Fames's Reign, ſome London- 
. 4 RJ — . 
for trading to Adventurers made ſeveral Attempts ſeparately, for carry- 
IN | P P 2 


Africa proved 


lures. ing on a Trade to the Coaſt of Africa; yet all that I can 


een find any of them ever gain'd thereby, was merely a bare 
Diſcovery, and dear-bought Experience, that probably an advantage- 
OUS Trade might have been carried on thither, provided they had had 
a Stock and Power ſufficient for that End, and had known how to 
preſerve their Men from the dangerous Influence and Effects of the 
Peſtilentious Air of that ſtrange Climate; and from the barbarous 
Cruelties of the . treacherous Natives: But theſe Adventurers want- 
ing proper Means for the aforeſaid Purpoſes, and meeting with ſome 
ſevere Rebukes, upon that Account, did by degrees lay afide all 
Thoughts of making any farther Attempts that way. | : 
k. James 1ſt. Whereupon King James did in the 16th Year of his Reign, grant 
late Cher 2 Charter under the Great Seal of England, to Sir Robert Rich and 
for trading to Other Citizens of London therein mentioned, together with ſuch other 
Africa. Perſons as they ſhould think fit, to aſſume and incorporate into one 
Body-Politick, for raifing a Joint-Stock, to carry on a Trade to Africa; 
and that with excluſive Privileges, as to all His Majeſty's other Sub- 
jects, under no leſs Penalty, than the Forfeiture of both Ship and Cargo, 
to the Uſe of theſe Joint-Adventurers, for their Encouragement. 
Private Tre But ſcarcely had this Infant-Company of Joint-Adventurers made 
an, chen ©, the Experiment of two or three ſeveral Voyages, when ſome other 
Trade is quite private Merchants, becoming envious of theſe their Fellow-Citizens 
reli d. apparent view of Succeſs, would needs try their own Fortunes like- 
wiſe, by interloping clandeſtinely upon the ſame Coaſt; upon Diſco- 
very whereof, ſome Diſputes did ariſe between them and the Company, 
which breaking out ſoon thereafter into an open Rupture; the Com- 
pany inſiſted upon the Privileges of their Charter; the other on their 
natural Right; and both Parties growing wearied at laſt with ſuch 
Debates, as well as with their mutual Loſſes, withdrew the ſhat- 
ter d Remains of their ſeveral and reſpective Stocks; by which 
Means that Trade happen'd to lie again wholly negle&ed for ſome 
Years together. | N 4 
2 In 


le 


thought might naturally attend the ſupine Neglect of that Trade; 
whereupon His Majeſty did, in the Seventh Year of his Reign, grant 


them and the Company together by the Ears; and then the Dutch Bade uind. 


they encreaſed the Number of their Forts, Factories and Ships of War 


Second. | 


Parliament, I know not: But upon a Repreſentation made ſoon there- 2 3 


requir'd a greater yearly Supply of Servants and Labourers, than could 44 in the Tear 


In the mean time, ſome other European Nations; but more eſpe- The Dueck ve. | 
ry intent on tEa# 


cially the Drtch, purſuing ſtill their Deſigns of fixing and ſecuring 71%. 
to themſelves the Trade of Africa, by cultivating a Friendſhip with &. Charles 1½ 


. grants an ex- 


the Natives, building of Forts, and ſettling of Factories on that Coaſt ; #717 Che, 


and by ſupplanting the Portygueze, who were ſettled there long be- which was c. 


fore them; ſome of our moſt intelligent Merchants repreſented the Done by * 
nt J 37 


fame to King Charles the Firſt, as alſo the Conſequences which they 1651. 


a new Charter, under the Great Seal, to Humphrey Slaney, Nicholas 
Criſp and Company; with ſuch ample Privileges, Excluſions, Prohi- 
bitions and Penalties, as in the former Charter were contain'd : Which 
laſt Charter was in the Year 1651. confirmd and exemplify'd to 
Rowland Wilſon and Company, by the Governing Power at that 
Time. | | . 

But conſidering the many Convulſive-Fits and Diſtractions which Interlopers | 
in thoſe Days embroild and confounded the Government of both _ Fa Ire: 
Church and State throughout this Iſland, we need not wonder that open ; 
our Trade to Africa fell, at the ſame time, into very great Diſorders; ne — _ 
for the unreſtrain'd Liberty which Interlopers aſſum d of trading as Ships andGoods 
they pleaſed, without any regard to the Rights of the Company, ſet f — — 

d Daniſh Companies taking hold of the Opportunity which our Do- 


heſtick Commotions and Diviſions did adminiſter to their Deſigns, 1 


on the Coaſt of Africa; by which they not only encourag d, advanc'd - 
and defended their own Trade and Navigation, but likewiſe wholly 
obſtructed that of their Neighbours; inſomuch, that beſide demoliſh- 

ing the Forts, and quite ruining the Stock of that Company, they 

took the Ships and Goods of other private Engliſh Traders to the Va- 

lue of about Three Hundred Thouſand Pounds; as appear d by their 
Petitions to the Parliament, after the Reſtauration of King Charles the 


How far theſe Loſſes were any way conſider d or repair'd, by that x. Charles 24 
invites his Sub- 
after, to King Charles the Second, that the Britiſh Plantations in Ame- Foint-Stock for 


rica were, by degrees, advancing to ſuch a Condition as neceſſarily —_— 45 


well be ſpar'd from hence, without the Danger of depopulating His = — 


Majeſty's Native Dominions; His Majeſty did, (upon Account of e 20 fte Sub 


ſupplying theſe Plantations with Negroes) publickly invite all his {riters. 

Subjects to the Subſcription of a new Joint-Stock, for recovering and 

carrying on the Trade to Africa; and the then deſign'd Subſcription 

being compleated accordingly, His Majeſty did in the Year 1662. 

grant a new Charter to the Subſcribers of that Joint-Stock, by the 

Name of the Company of Royal-Adventurers of England for carrying 

on a Trade to Africa; with the ſame Excluſions, Prohibitions, Penal- \ | 
ties, Forfeitures and Immunities, which were contain'd in the ſeveral | 4 
Charters formerly mention d. 5 
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The DurchWar But ſcarcely had that new Company put themſelves into a Condi- 


nic lyk tion of trading, when a War breaking out with the States of Holland, 
ter deftroys,0r* in the Year 1664, the Dutch (who ſeldom or never neglected the 
rakes the E'S taking hold of any Opportunity, for engroſſing to themſelves as much 
Africa, ſeizes as they could, of either that or. any other beneficial Trade) did, in 
Ar and the very beginning of that War, ſend Orders to their Admiral De 
2? Ruyter, with a Squadron of Thirteen Men of War, which lay then 
at Gibraltar, to make Sail for the Coaſt of Guinea, and to ſet upon the 
Engliſh there; which he ſo effectually perform'd, that in the Year 
166 5. he not only deſtroy'd moſt of their Factories, took Cormanteen 
Caſtle, Tocorary Fort, and other Places on that Coaſt, but likewiſe 
ſeized on ſeveral Ships and Goods belonging to the Engiifh Company; 
inſomuch that their Loſs thereby was computed to upwards of Two 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds; by which Means, that Company's Stock 
was ſo much reduced, that they were quite diſcouragd, as well as 
diſabled, from making any farther conſiderable Efforts, for retrie- 
ving and carrying on that Trade to any Purpoſe, without ſome new 

Help. 1 : | | „ 
. Charles 24, Whereupon His Majeſty conſidering, that the ſaid Trade was in 
fa ws imminent Danger of being wholly loſt to the Nation, and conceiving 
Charter, grants that the eſtabliſhing a New-Company, with a New-Stock, upon ſur- 
« new Charter, render of the former Company's Charter, would be the moſt effe&u- 
e Privile.s al Means, for recovering and carrying on that Trade, did, in the 
#0 the preſent Year 1671. publickly invite all his Subjects reſiding in foreign Plan- 
3 tations, as well as here at Home, to ſubſcribe what Sums they pleas'd, 
towards carrying om the aforeſaid Trade; and thereupon many of 
the Nobility, Gentry and Merchants, having, in the Compaſs of Nine 
Months Time thereafter, ſubſcribed for, and compleated the then de- 
ſign'd Stock; His Majeſty granted a new Charter in the Year 1672. 
to theſe new Subſcribers, diſtinguith'd by the Denomination of the 
Royal-African-Company of England; with the ſame Excluſions and Pri- 
— Ak which the former Company had: It being previouſly ſtipula- 
ted, that out of this laſt Stock, Satisfaction ſhould be given to the 
former Company, for the eſtimated Value of the Remains of ſuch 
Caſtles, Forts and Settlements, as were then in their Poſſeſſion on 

the Coaſt of Africa, which was done accordingly. 

The African The Trade to Africa being thus ſettled again, and carried on, by 
Trade ven ad- the uniform Influence, Direction and Management of a Society of 


© wvantageous t | 
the Company, Perſons, who had the Countenance and Protection of the Govern- 


the Company, ; , : A 
and the Nation ment, at that Time; they introduced and encouraged the making of 


ehe =” ſeveral Sorts of Woollen and other Goods, proper for the Trade of 


fore the Inter- a | 
lrpers intruded Guinea, not formerly manufactur'd in England, and reduced the ma- 


4 Nero king thereof, to a ſtaple and ſettled Goodneſs; they exported yearly 
upwards of Seventy Thouſand Pounds worth of the ſaid Wollen, and 

other ManufaQtures; and gave far better Prices for the ſame. than 
what uſually is now given for the like; they furmiſh'd the Weſtern 
Plantations with frequent Supplies of canfiderable Numbers of Ne- 
groes, at very moderate Rates; and in fo encouraging a manner too, 
that they ſometimes truſted the Planters, to the Value of a Hundred 
Thobſand Pounds and upwards, till they could conveniently pay the 
lame; They imported, ( beſide Elephant's Teeth, Red-wood, pepper 
13 3 Goods 
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were frequently obliged to vindicate the Company, by making the 


TS 


Goods, fit for being manufactured at Home) ſuch Quantities of Gold- 


Duft from the Coaſt of Afriea, that they frequently Coin'd Thirty, 
Forty, or Fifty Thouſand Guineas at a time, with the Elephant up- 
on them, for a Mark of Diſtinction; and in effect they managed 
Matters ſo, as that, for ſeveral Years together, that Trade did 
not only produce an annual Dividend of certain Profits, to all the 
particular Adventurers in the Joint- Stock, beſide a Multiplication 
of their Capital; but Iikewjfe feveral other publick and National 
Advantages to the whole Kingdom, and the Britifh Plantations in 
general. | | 


Baut ſome time, after the late Revolution, ſeveral private Traders Ie inrerlopers 
(then commonly call d Interlopers ) aſſuming again a Liberty of tra- Leak in upon 


the Company's 


ding ſeparately to 2 without any regard to the Company's Char- , ileges, and 
ter, few or none of them had then any other Conſideration in view, are gulity of ſes 
than barely the ready Diſpoſal of all ſuch Cargoes as they carried 5 — 


1 | 8 P & . 
along with them (no matter to whom, or which way) and the ſpee- Dt 


dy procuring of Negroes, or any other Commodities which they could 


get on that Coaſt, whether by Purchace or otherways, ſo as not to 
ſtay long there; for accompliſhing which Defign, they ſtuck at no- 
thing; but were too frequently guilty of ſuch ſiniſter Practices, as 
proved not only very injurious to the private Intereſt of the Compa- 
ny, but: likewiſe Diſgraceful and Pernicious to the Britiſh Intereſt in 
general, among the Natives; inſomuch, that the Company's Agents 


* oe 


Natives ſenſible that they were none of the Company's Ships or Ser- 
vants: And as the Impunity of ſuch Practices did encourage the Au- 
thors to perſevere, for ſome time, in ſuch like Courſes; ſo others like- 


wiſe taking their Views and Meaſures from the ſeeming Succeſs of 
the former, without any regard to the n of trading in 


that manner, join'd in an Outcry againſt the Privileges of the Com- 
pany, as a 1 inconſiſtent with the Liberty of the Subject, 
and not eſtabliſh'd by Act of Parliament; and that therefore they 
22 exerciſe their natural Right of trading to Africa, as well as the 

bi tbey went on, for ſome time; and to give the more colou- The 7aterlopers 
rable Title to ſuch their Proceedings, they never fail'd to magnifie (19; rhe cam: 
and improve any caſual Loſs or Misfortune which happen d to the pary's credit. 
Company, during the late War; as if that had been the natural Ef- 
fect of trading by 2 inſomuch, that whoſoever could * 
contrive the moſt effectual Methods for leſſening the Company's - 
Credit and Intereſt, either at Home or Abroad, whether by Detra- 
ction or otherways, was among them accounted the brave. Adven- 
Nor were the Agents of other Nations, particularly thoſe of the 7h Durch 
Dutch-Weſt-India-Company, ever wanting in cheriſhing, upon all oc- Gone, 2 
caſions, the Authors and Fomenters of any Diviſions in the Britiſh Diu;fons in rhe 
Intereſt, on the Coaſt of Guinea ; but endeavour'd, with all their Art Fricith Inrereſt 


and Skill, to make ſuch Improvements thereof, as they thought might ns 


deſt ſerve their Ends, with the Natives upon that Coaſt. 
) _—_— 


. 


The 4 4 Whereupon after long Forbearance, the Company at laſt addreſs'd 
1 7 erg the Parliament, by Petition, for Relief: But ſome others, at the 


Parliament : ſame time, alledging very, confidently, that if, the Trade to Africa, 


Bur n—_— were laid open, to all ſuch Perſons as had a mind to trade thither, 


induced to lay the ſame would not only be more agreeable to the natural Liberty of 


the Trade pen the Subject, but alſo that thereby ſeveral new Diſcoveries would be 


thirteen | d ü T1 | 
* made, many Places then unknown traded into, much greater Quan- 


tities of the Engliſh Manufactures exported of courſe; and that the 
Plantations would be furniſh'd with Negroes, in greater Numbers, 
and at cheaper Rates, than could be expected from the Company alone: 
By which alluring Suggeſtions, and plauſible Pretences, the Parlia- 
ment was, in the Lear 1697. induced to make an Experiment, by 
giving Permiſſion to all Perſons whoſoever , as well as the Company, 
to trade to Africa, for the Term and Space of Thirteen Years ; they 
paying to the Company a Duty of Ten per Cent. towards defraying 
the Charges of their Forts and Caſtles, for the Defence and Preſer- 
vation of that Trade to the Nation. 1 5 5 


"—_ 


An Account of the Progreſs of our Trade to ArRIOA, 


fence the Tear 1697. together with a clear V. iew 
the Preſent State thereof. ein if 
the Novelty of MI 


* 


Laying open the as were more immediately concern'd in contriving and 


Trade to Afri ; 4 g . 
. % 44 of FRE advancing that Project, but likewiſe a conſiderable Num- 
Parliament, in- N ber of other Perſons, (who before that Time, had ſcarce- 


duced many to A 
trade thither, 


who ſoon repen- lerably well underſtood the Nature and Circumſtances of that Trade) 


0 Jea becoming it ſeems intoxicated with ſuch deluding Notions and gol- 


Several parti- But as there ever has been, and in all probability ſtill will be, ſome 
cuter Abyes fort of People in the World, who make it their Intereſt to fiſh in trou- 
* — wg bled Waters; ſo, even as to the laying open this Trade, there were 


Traders. too many who wanted no more towards compaſſing their own private 


trading ſeparately on the Coaſt of Guinea: Under the Colour of 
4 | 2 _ which 
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inſolent as not only to break many of their former Agreements with 3 
the Company; but alſo, on ſome Occaſions, inſulted even ſome of 


[9s] 


which Permiſſion, they have, to the unſpeakable Detriment and Diſ- 
credit of the Britiſh Intereſt in general, uſed ſuch unaccountable Me- 
rhods, and been guilty of ſuch intolerable Practices, as I could not 
have believed; if Ind not ſeen ſeveral concurring Teſtimonies, and 
undeniable Vouchers, for proving the Truth thereof: Some of them 
ſurprizing, ſeizing, and carrying away with them, ſuch Negroes, Ele- 


phants-Teeth, and other Goods as happen d to fall conveniently with- 


in their reach, without paying any thing for the ſame ; and making 
ſuch of theſe Negroes as they underſtood to be of any diſtinguiſhing 
Character, redeemable at the rate of Three for One: Others, by Re- 
wards and Promiſes, enticing many of the Company's Truſtees and 
Servants, to relinquiſh and abandon their Maſter's Intereſt; proclaim- 
ing maliciouſly among the Natives, and all others along the Coaſt, 
that the Company was intirely broke, and their Managers here at 
home threaten'd to be put in Newgate, for begging leave, (as they 
alledged) of the Parliament, to ſell their Forts and FaQories to the 
French, and deducting two Thirds of their Setvants Wages, ec; 
Which ſcandalous Allegations happen'd nevertheleſs to have the de- 
ſign d pernicious Effect; infomuch that, tho all the Company's Ser- 


. 


| vants are bound by Oath, not to trade directly or indirectly, during 


their Service, except only for, and upon account of the Company; 

yet ſeveral of them were, by ſuch means, induced forthwith to rw 6. 

their Maſter's Service; others to fell lumping Penny-worths of ſome 

of the Company's Negroes, Gold, Elephants-Teeth, and other Goods, 

to ſome of the ſeparate Traders; as alſo to ſend home ſeveral Parcels 

of Gold, on their own private Aecounts,. by the ſeparate Trader's 

Ships; upon diſcovery of which, or ſuch like Practices, they com- 

monly enter'd into the Service of the ſeparate Traders; and as the 
ſeparate Trader's Ships were as ſo many Sanctuaries to ſuch of the 
Company's Servants, as proved any way Treacherous to their Ma- 

ſter's Intereſt ; ſo the Dutch Forts were, and till are, common San- 

ctuaries to both the former. 5 1 
Thus the Dutch Company's Agents, by cajoling and careſſing the De Dutch 
ſeparate Traders, and drawing on a ſubtle kind of ſmuggling Trade (9.1 fle 


with them, for the Time; as they were not wanting, on the one ogy re 
| ers, and inſti» 


Hand, in encouraging all ſuch Practices as theſe, and fomenting dai- 777 12” 


ly Diviſions in the Britiſh Intereſt ; ſo, on the other Hand, they ne- rives againſt 
ver fail'd, with all their uſual Art and Skill, to make a ſuitable im- 44 — 


provement thereof, among the Natives; who thereupon became ſo 1 


the Company's Forts and Factories, to the great Detriment and Inter- 
ruption of their Trade; until that, by renewed Preſents and other 
proper Means uſed, theſe Differences between them and the Compa- 
ny's Agents, came to be compromiſed and accomodated, from time to 
time, according as the Natives happen d to be more or leſs influen- 


ced, by the Suggeſtions and Management of either the Dutch Agents 


or ſeparate Traders. | 
The Royal Af. 


The Company finding themſelves ſo hardly thus beſet on all ſides, —— 


thought fit to contribute and advance a Hundred and Eighty Thou- raiſe and ad- 


Land Funde of additional Stock, dens; what Money they borrowed Fadlame 


4 — 


UPON Stock. 


y 


— — — 


\ 
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upon their Bonds, for maintaining, repairing and ſupplying their 


Forts and Factories, as well as for keeping up ſome Face of a regular 
Trade, and preſerving the fame to the Nation, until they could have 
a ſeaſonable Opportunity for laying their Caſe before the Parlia- 
ment. FT 2 

The Natives Yet ſtill the Natives, who are known to be a very cunning, as 


- ng Le well as deceitful People, never miſſed catching hold of the Advan- 
groes, and beat 


down the Prices rate Intereſts, as well as different Methods of Management: Yea they 
06/3 aan ated their Part therein ſo very artfully, that, without regard to ei- 
| ther the Company or ſeparate Traders, they not only raiſed the Price 
of Negroes, Gold, Elephants-Teeth, and all other African Producti- 
ons, to a moſt intolerable Rate, far exceeding what the Company ever 
paid for them, before the Trade was laid open; but have alſo, at the 
ſame time, depretiated and beat down the Value of all Woollen and 
other Britiſh Manufactures, to a meer Drugg, upon that Coaſt; in- 


ſomuch, that (as the Trade is now managed) it is next to impoſſi- 


ble for either the Company, or ſcarcely any of the ſeparate Traders, 
who deal upon the Square, or have any regard to a National Intereſt, 
to be Gainers by it: For the ſeparate Traders contending always, not 
only with the Company, but alſo one with the other, among themſelves, 
for Precedency in point of Diſpatch; as having neither Patience nor 
Convenience, for ſtaying any conſiderable time, upon the Coaſt; do 
commonly ſubmit to ſuch Terms and Conditions of Barter, as the 
Natives think fit to impoſe upon them, rather than go away without 
inveſting their Goods, or purchaſing a competent Number of Ne- 
groes, at any rate; by which pernieious Example, the Company's 
Agents were forced, by degrees, to lower their Sales alſo; unleſs 
they'd reſolve to ſtand by, and look on like ſo many idle Spectators: 
And I am convinc'd, it had been better for the Company's particular 
Intereſt, that they had done fo, all this Time; were it not merely 
for the Preſervation of their Forts and Factories, and for keeping up 


the Face of a regular Trade; which may ſtill be a Foundation, and 


yield ſome proſpect of future Gain, if the Trade were once put upon 

a a right Foot. e . US 

The Merchant Nor do the evil Conſequences of theſe ſeparate Intereſts ſtop here; 
meſes the Ne for the Merchant, to ſave his own Bacon, as much as he can, impoſes 


groes on the a 4 4 | 3 
Planters at ex- theſe Negroes again on the Planters in America, at ſuch exorbitant 


1 Rates, as the Planters cannot poſſibly afford to give, without a pro- 
ters advance portional Advance, on the Prices of Sugar, Cotton, Indigo, &c. from 


the Prices F all which it may be eaſily obſerv'd, that (like a virulent Diſtem- 


Sugar, &c. per affecting the Blood) a fundamental Error in the Conſtitution 
of ſo eſſential a Branch of our foreign Trade, as that to Africa, 


muſt of courſe diffuſe it ſelf thro* the whole Circle of our Trade 
in general, Dif ED. | 
The Royal a» The Royal-African-Company, from too convincing a Senſe of the 
frican Company many fatal Conſequences thus attending ſuch a pernicious and irregu- 
Fetirion de lar Management, influenced by the ſeveral interfering Intereſts of dif- 


Queen to recom- | 4 x 5 
mend their ferent contending Parties, as well as from a due regard to their own 


Caſe tothe Par- preſſing Circumſtances at the Time, thought fit, in November, 1707. 


_— tf. the Queen, by Petition, in a moſt humble and dutiful Man- 
Fx a 2 8 | ner, 
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tages which they ſaw naturally ariſing to themſelves, from our ſepa- 
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ner, Praying that Her Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to reconi- 


mend their Cafe to the Parliament? Which Petition being referr'd to Refered to ths 


the previous Conſideration of the Commiſſioners for Trade and Plan- S] mers 


5 - i > P © . s : T1 d 3 ka 
tations; it ſo happen'd (as it too often does in many other Caſes np — 


and cloſe Application, with the help of ſome political or rather fal- 
Jacious Computations, as to their own imaginary Performances, and 
ſeveral groundleſs Suggeſtions againſt the Company, had prepoſſeſſed 
the Commiſſioners, with ſuch an Opinion of the ſuppoſed Advan- 
tages ariſing from a ſeparate Trade, compar d with theſe of a Joint- 
Stock; that ſeveral Scruples and Queſtions ariſing thereupon, the 


Commiſſioners were, it ſeems, afraid that they could not obtain ſuch 


proper Vouchers and Adminicles from the Coaſt of 4frica or the Plan- 
tations, in time, as might enable them to put theſe Matters in ſo 
clear a Light, as they could have with'd, before the end of the laſt 
Parliament ; and therefore, rather than be thought any way negli- 
gent of their Duty, did, in February laſt, prepare a Report to be laid 
before Her Majeſty : Wherein they repeat the ſeveral Allegations and 


political Computations aforeſaid, given in to them, in name of the 


ſeparate Traders, touching the Contents of the Company's ſaid Pe- 


where ſuch as have the worft Cauſe, are commonly the moſt. vigi- Put thereupon: 
lant and induſtrious) that ſome of the ſeparate Traders, by an early 


And tho the Diſſolution of the laſt Parliament, before the ſaid Re- ze tommiſir 
port could have been ripely conſider d, gave occaſion, it ſeems, to its 2 ay laid 
. Ide; - 


having been laid afide; yet ſeveral Copies thereof having clandeſtinely lev thief 


crept Abroad, and fallen into the Hands of ſome Perſons who make ſini- jpread abroad, 


and ſiniſt 


Ini ſter 


ſter Improvements thereon; my preſent Purpoſe obliges me to take ſome Uſes made 
Notice of the political Computations and imaginary Suppoſitions there- theres, 


in mention d: For, ſome of the ſeparate Traders (probably the very 
ſame who firſt had the Contidence to obtrude theſe tallacious Compu- 


tations upon the Commiſſioners ) are now, by a new way of reaſoning, 


endeavouring to impoſe the fame vain Imaginations, as real Truths, up- 


on the whole Kingdom, by their Prints and otherways : They repeat 


the ſame Suggeſtions and Computations, upon all Occaſions; and, with 
an Aſſurance, as ſingular as their manner of reckoning, quote ſome cer- 
tain Paragraphs out of their own Original Allegations, by way of Ex- 
tracts out of the ſaid Report, and then adduce them as Vouchers, for 


ſupporting the very fame Allegations again in Taverns, Coffee-Houſes, , 


and elſewhere: Which is ſuch a Circle: of Sophiſtry, for bantering 


Men out of their Senſes, as, I own, ſurpaſſeth all the Rules of Lo 
gick that ever I heard of. = | 


p 25 3 3 1 
FEAR IS oF 3 e 3 N 3 8 Se 
* ; 1 PRES > a; : ate 7 5 2 13 . = 4 W 1 7 * 
. 5 5 r * * 21 22 5 1 . LES * 3 - 
2 7 > ; N l % 2 : ' . e e 1 7 4 1 1 * * + 1 , E N 
» * - n e f " A - 1 „ 7 . 2 2 * 4 : 
3 2 38 . * 2 4 ” 8 s * ";& K 7 * : S 2 aw. Kot,” N27 1 r 9 2 2 4 5 * 1 os Sue; 2, ow y : 
n WE of JE Vs: 37.4 4 x 1 > 2 * * 3 . 0 2 . 73 g : 2 1 4 „ * (40 of 3 7 
5 4 * 3 1 * 933 "RES $7.4 x > i 4 PUN - WELLES th * 2 * Mc Rl” i * (45S LE. - - 
5 * 4 od . 1 . 3 * 1 1 . $3455 : . pe 2 — Ts 4 : ” -.* $6: > SE — 
: gf 4 - A . a 5 * - * \ „ * 2 — — — — — — — 
5 - . 5, Y RY. * 72 4 w Fn 1 7 1 * * ” 5 Fe . 3 YES 3 — 
8 8 . _- : 2 8 8 — — 


— — — 


e private 


en, 


A Detection of the fallacious Topicks infifted on by 
the ſeparate Traders ; with a Continuation of the 
State of the AFRICAN Trade. 


\ 


LEAP THINK it needleſs here, to give the Reader or my ſelf 
the trouble of tracing theſe ſeparate Traders, (or rather 
B ſuch as ſeem now to perſonate them) thro' the Wilder- 
WY P neſs of all their wild Suggeſtionsand Imaginations; eſpe- 
1 cially ſince I am informed, that their Inconſiſtencies are 
lately given in already more than ſufficiently expoſed, in a certain Paper lately gi- 
* he canmiſ ven in by the Royal-African-Company to the Lords Commiſſioners for 
orb Trade and Plantations: Yet, for a Sample and Teſt of the ſeparate 
Traders Candor and Ingenuity, to the End that (according to the 

common Saying ) the Lyon may be known by his Pam; I ſhall detect 
the Fallacies of two or three of theſe general Topicks, upon which 

they ſeem to lay their greateſt Streſs ; and which, in effect, may be 
- faid to include all the reſt. | L | 
The alledged With deſign, no doubt, to make themſelves and their Method of 
Expert of the trading very popular and acceptable to the Nation, they alledge in 
{parate Tra: their Prints, that they have exported a Hundred and Twenty Five 


ders, proved t9 


ze fabulous. Thouſand Pounds worth of Woollen and other Manufactures yearly, 


Traders Sug- ip 
geſtions are par- GUEE 
ticularly confu- SG 
ted by certain Wy 


ſince the Trade to Africa has been laid open; yea, by the very Ac- 
counts, which they had the Aſſurance to give in to the aforeſaid 
Commiſſioners, they make their annual Exports to be about Ninety 

Eight Thouſand Two Hundred and Forty Pounds: And the way they 

pretend to prove both the one and the other, is thus. They fay 

that they fitted out a certain Number of Ships yearly from the Port of 

London, and a ſuppoſed Number of Ships yearly from the Plantati- 

ons, and the Ports of Briſtol, Leverpool, and other Out-ports of the 
Kingdom : Then they ſuppoſe that every one of theſe Ships, great 

and ſmall, one with another, without any Diſtin&ion, carried out as 

valuable a Cargoe as the biggeſt of thoſe Ships imploy'd by the Com- 

, pany; to this they add the yearly amount of the Ten per Cent. Duty 

paid by them, upon their real Export, when at the higheſt; and thus 

by ſetting one Mountain a top of another, they have, in their own 

Conceit, rear'd up their. imaginary Tower of Babylon, to a moſt pro- 

digious height at laſt. Ce Bore WE 

4n Appeal to I muſt confeſs, if there could have been no more certain Rule fal- 
. len upon, for computing the Value of their yearly Exports, than this 
fallacious Method of theirs, then the introducing of what they call 

political Arithmetick, might, in ſome Meaſure, have been allowable: 

But when, to their own certain Knowledge, there are ſtrict and regu- 

lar Accounts of the Value of all ſuch Exports, as are made by theſe 

ſeparate Traders, kept at all the Ports of the Kingdom; and con- 

hrmed by the Entries and Oaths of the very Exporters themſelves; | 

I think 1t no breach of Charity to affirm that their not making the 
Cnflom-Houſe-Books the Standard and Rule of their accounting, in 

3 com- 
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computing the Value of theſe Exports, does tacitly imply ſomewhat 
more than a bare Suſpicion, that the Framers of theſe political Ac- 
counts had a ſhrewd Deſign of impoſing upon the Nation, to a moſt 


inſufferable Degree. 


But to come cloſer to the Point, it appears evidently by their own A certain pi | 
Oaths and Entries, in the Cu/tom-Houſe-Books of London, Briftol and linmæ ten 


1 - th rate 
other Out-Ports of the Kingdom, that their annual Exports, theſe 32 a 


fix or ſeven Years paſt, in an averidge did not exceed Thirty Three /e to __ 4 
Thouſand Eight Hundred and Eighty Three Pounds, Thirteen Shil- fer, f hey. 
lings and Eight Pence at moſt: Now, the Oaths of theſe ſeparate can. 


Traders being thus kept upon Record; either they ſwore juſtly, or 


they did not; if juſtly, (which in Charity I-am enclin'd to believe 
they did) then this Babyloniſh Tower of their political Computati- 
ons, falls to the Ground of courſe : But if otherwiſe, then it muſt be 
allow'd, that they have not only cheated the Company, of their Ten 
per Cent. Duty, for the Overplus of their Exports; but have likewiſe, 
to ſhun the Payment of that Duty, perjur'd themſelves into the Bar- 


gain. Theſe Gentlemen are at their Liberty to chooſe which Branch 


of the Alternative they think fit; and if any of their moſt cele- 
brated Champions in Sophiffry can extricate them handſomely out of 
this unlucky Dilemma, it's more than I look for. 

Then, after ſuppoſing an indefinite Number of chymerical Suppoſi- e atledged 
tions, which no conſidering or intelligent Perſon can ever either ſup- X«mbers of bes 
poſe or grant, they infer (I muſt own) a moſt pertinent and natu- jj. jcparare P 
ral Concluſion, fully as Suppoſititious as the Premiſſes, vis. that Traders to the * 
ſince the Trade to Africa has been laid open, they carried at leaſt Twen- —— 
ty Five Thouſand Negroes yearly to the Plantations; and ſold them groy Fictitios 
there, from Fourteen to Twenty, and Twenty Three Pounds, per Head 
at moſt : And to give the better Colour to this fictitious Account, they 
make a very formal Diſtribution of theſe ſuppoſed Negroes, among 


the Plantations thus: 


Barbados — — 40co. 

The Leeward-1ſlands — 400. 

To MMirginia and Mary-Land — 4000. 
Carolina and New-York ——— — TOO, 
Jamaica — mms = 12000. 
25000. 


For the Confutation of this fallacious Account, I ſhall in the firſt zz. ſpparate 
Place, ſhew the Inconſiſtency thereof, compar'd with the Amount of Traders Diſin. 
their Exports; and adduce undeniable Teſtimonies, touching the real | nog? eg 
Numbers of Negroes which they furniſh'd to the Plantations, and at undeniable Ex- 
what Prices. 3 — 

By what has been already ſaid, it is evident, that the Amount of 
the ſeparate Traders Exports, theſe fix or ſeven Years paſt, in an ave- 
ridge, does not exceed Thirty Three Thouſand Eight Huridred and 


S Eighty Three Pounds, Thirteen Shillings and Eight Pence per An- 


num at moſt. | 


It is acknowledg'd by all Parties, that the Value of theſe Exports, 
conſiſting chiefly in WW is fallen about Cent. per 
13 | Cent. 


The ſeparate 
Traders difin- 
genuity proved 
by authentick 
Certificates 
from the Plan- 
tations. 


Thouſand and Sixty Three; which, in an averidge, is little more 


The Prices of 
Negroes in the 
Plantations, 


proved by Cer- P 


tificates from 
thence, to be 
more than dou- 
ble what the 
private Tra- 


ders alledge. 
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Cent. of the Price, at which the Company ſold them formerly on the 
Coaſt of Guinea. 45 4 Wis 8 a 

It's acknowledg'd likewiſe, that the Prices of Negroes, on the Coaſt 
of Guinea, is now generally advanced to Ten, Twelve and Thirteen 
Pounds per Head: Yet to ſee, how far it can ſerve theſe Gentlemen's 
Purpoſe, I'll allow that they bought all their Negroes at Eight Pounds 

er Head. . 1 

4 Now Fl ſuppoſe with them (tho' the contrary be moſt certain) 
that they have not beſtow'd any part of their Exports, in the Pur- 
chaſing of either Gold, Elephants-Teeth, Red-wood, Proviſions for 
Negroes, or the like; but that they have inveſted all the aforeſaid 
Sum of Thirty Three Thouſand Eight Hundred and Eighty Three 
Pounds, "Thirteen Shillings and Eight Pence, in Negroes only, at 
Eight Pounds per Head; yet, even at that rate, and in that manner, 
the aforeſaid Sum could not have purchaſed any more than Four 
Thouſand Two Hundred and Thirty Five Negroes at moſt. 

Then Il ſuppoſe, with them, that no Accident or any Misfortune 
whatſoever, occaſion d by Sickneſs, Storms, or the War, has leſſened 
that Number, from the Time of purchaſing them on the Coaſt of 
Guinea, till they were deliver'd all ſafe in the Plantations ; and yet 
ſtill, when I have allow'd theſe Gentlemen more than, in Reaſon, I 
can allow them, I cannot find out any Shadow of Pretence, for ſup- 
poſing a Medium, by which to allow them the remaining Twenty 
Thouſand Seven Hundred and Sixty Five, of their imaginary Num- 
ber, of Twenty Five Thouſand Negroes per Annum, unleſs we ſuppoſe 7 
them to have dropt from the Clouds. : | 1 

But leaving this Method of calculating Numbers, by meer Suppo- 
ſitions, to ſuch as are more in love with it, than I am; I come now 
to the plain, familiar, old-faſhiond way of finding out the Truth or 
Untruth of People's Aſſertions, by certain Inſtances of poſitive Points 
of Fact. | | Fa, | 
I have lately ſeen a Certificate under the Seal of the Navy-Offce 
of Barbadoes, containing a Lift of all the Veſſels arrived there from 
the Coaſt of Africa, with an Account of all the Negroes imported in 
them, from the 2d of January, 170, to the roth of Auguſt, 1708. 
it mentions not only the Ships and Maſter's Names, with the Days of 
every Month, on which they arrived, but likewiſe the reſpective 
Numbers of Negroes, which each Ship carried apart: By which Cer- 
tificate it appears, that the whole Number imported into that Iſland, 
by the private Traders, in almoſt ſeven Years Time, is only Six 


than Nine Hundred per Annum: So that their Fictitious Importation 7 
of Four Thouſand Negroes per Annum, to that Ifland, may be added 
to the reſt of their Fables. ; 8 | _ 

Then as to their Candor, in alledging that they ſold theſe Negroes 
to the Planters, from Fourteen to Twenty and Twenty, Three Pounds 
er Head; I have very lately ſeen a Petition to the Honourable Houſe 


of Commons, ſign'd by the chief Planters and Inhabitants of Barba- 
does, complaining of their not being ſupply'd with a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Negroes; that both the Company and private Traders together, 
have not, for five Years paſt, imported thither above Two a "0 
| | 2 _ 
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upon a ſuppoſed Number of Ships, to be yearly ſent to Africa, 
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Negroes per Annum at moſt; and that they were ſold at extravagant | 


Prices, from Twenty Five to Forty Pounds per Head; and I have 


ſeen another Petition to the Honourable Houſe of Commons ſign'd by 
Seventy One of the principal Planters and Inhabitants of Mont: ſerrat, 
complaining likewiſe of their not being ſupply'd with a ſufficient 
Number of Negroes; and that the Company and private Traders to- 
gether, have not, for ſeveral Years paſt, imported above the Num- 


ber of a Hundred Negroes per Annum, to that Iſland; and that theſe 


were ſold at extravagant high Prices, from Forty to Sixty per Head; 


and I faw juſt ſuch another Petition from the Planters of Nevis: 


So whether ſuch Teſtimonies as theſe, or the fabulous Accounts pub- 
liſh'd in name. of the ſeparate Traders, ought to obtain moſt Credit, 
with any indifferent Perſon, I leave it to the Reader to judge. — 

Jam informed that ſeveral other Petitions and Accounts, of the The Number of 
like Nature, are coming from the other Brizifþ Plantations and Colo- 3 — 
nies in America; but, in the mean time, ſince the private Traders jrcmparatly * 
thought fit, in their aforeſaid imaginary Diſtribution, to make an #77 4 
Alotment of no leſs Number than Twelve Thouſand Negroes per e Alt: 
Annum for Jamaica, J muſt put them in mind, how that, by a parti- er-. 
cular Account formerly taken, of the ſeveral Numbers imported by 
them in each Ship, in any one of theſe Years, when they made their 
greateſt Effort, the whole Number imported by them to Jamaica, 
amounted only to Two Thouſand Five Hundred and Fifty Three Ne- 
groes; ſo that I muſt leave it to themſelves to make up the remain- 
ing Nine Thouſand Four Hundred and Forty Seven Negroes, of their 
annual Alotment for that Iſland, the beſt way they can. | 

It's true, they very imprudently made a mighty Effort, for a Year or Inftead f their 
two at firſt ; which indeed was occaſion d by their Ignorance and 55% asg 
vain Expectations of gaining vaſtly by a Trade which they did not Traders im. 
underſtand ; but finding moſt of their Ships returning with ſcarcely ted om» = 
one half of their Complement of Slaves; others periſhing in their bei 8 
Voyages, by reaſon of Delays upon the Coaſt, beſide many other whole Tears 
Loſſes following thereupon ; the far greateſt part of theſe feparate 
Traders to Africa, have already given that Trade quite over; as may 
eaſily be judged by this one Inſtance, That from Auguf 1707. to 
Augu# 1708. they have, inſtead of their boaſted Alotment of Four 
Thouſand, imported only One Hundred and Thirty Negroes to Bar- 
badoes:;, the moſt conſiderable of all the Caribbie Iſlands. 

And tho' in their aforeſaid political Computations, they _—_ — 2 

om en ef ſenaing 

erpool in particular, upon the Preſumption of its being known to 3 
be, of late, a Port of conſiderable Trade otherways; yet, after the that of Lon- 
Inhabitants of that Place had made an Experiment, as ſeveral others did; HH 
there has not been ſo much as one Ship ſent from that Town to Afri- 


ca, theſe fix Years paſt; nor indeed from any other Port in Britain, 


except that of London, and ſome few from Briſtol. 


Let ſuch is the Perverſeneſs of ſome People's Temper, that when 4 Summary of 


the private 


they find all their loud Acclamations, magnifying their own Perfor- 7, ,,; catum- 


mances, not likely to anſwer their Purpoſe; then they have recourſe nios Charge 
to ſpiteful Invectives, againſt the Royal-African Company; alledging, — ON 
that Forts and Settlements, on the Coaſt of Africa, are altogether un- 


neceſ- 


— — —-—V¼ 


{ 


— PS "a 
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The private 


Traders Charg 
confuted from 


their own 


Word's. 


The private i 6 7 
Traders confu- to build upon it, I ſhall condeſcend on ſome of many Inſtances, 


red from Points vhich may be given, for proving the Uſefulneſs of the latter; even . 
to the private Traders themſelves; as particularly at Whidach: The 
Company's Chief, by his Intereſt and Power with the King there, iy 


of Fact. 


E 


belonging to the Company are generally Uſeleſs, as not being in a 
Condition to make any Defence: For that beſide the alledged Inſut- 
ficiency of the Fortifications themſelves, they are always unprovided 
of Stores, Ammunition and a ſufficient Number of Guns, and Men 
to defend them: And as an Inſtance thereof, they contidently atlert 
that Zames-Fort in the River of Gambia, and Sterra-Leon were taken 


by the French, in open Boats. Adding farther, that all the Company's 


Forts and Caſtles, jointly eſtimated, are not worth above 41001. and 
concluding, by a ſort of fantaſtical Account, of their own deviſing, that 
the Company's Stock muſt needs be worle than nothing. 

To obviate all which unaccountable Suggeſtions, I ſhall in the fir 
place adduce ſeveral Inſtances of poſitive Points of Fa& to prove the 
Inconſiſtency, as well as groſs folly, of the aforeſaid Allegations ; and 
then demonſtrate, from the uncommon Nature, and many precarious 
Circumſtances of the Trade, the abſolute Neceſſity of maintaining 
Forts and Settlements on the Coaſt of Africa, for preſerving and ad- 
vancing the Britiſh Intereſt there. | 

The Sincerity of theſe Gentlemen's Repreſentations of things may 


ebe clearly ſeen from their own Words as they are repeated in the 


Lords Commiſſioners Report, formerly mention d: They ſay in one 
part of the Report, That Forts and Caſtles are neither an Advantage or 
Security to the Trade, but an unneceſſary Burthen; For that, in time of 
Peace, no Advantage can be afſign'd to balance the Expence; and in 
War they are not Defenſible againſt a foreign Enemy; and yet, by a 
ſubſequent part of the ſame Report, it appears that the private Tra- 
ders, to aggravate their Suggeſtions againſt the Company, have exhi- 
bited a grievous Complaint, That the Company has not erected any Fort 


on the Angola-Coaſt, which (they ſay) would have been of great Be- 


nefit to the Traders thither; for that in the Tear 170, Capt.Eterſon 
and Capt. Cook were both taken, and the Informer himſelf (whoſe 
Name is not mention'd) ith others forced on Shore, for want of a 
Fort to defend them from the Enemy. This is ſuch a ſelf-evident Con- 
tradition, that it puts me in mind of the old Proverb: Liars ought to 
have good Memories. Nor indeed can I imagine how they can pre- 
tend to reconcile this latter Complaint, with their former Aſſertion; 
unleſs they make a very ſubtile Diftin&ion, between the Uſefulneſs 
of Forts on the Coaſt of Angola, and that of Forts on the Coaſt of 
Guinea; which truly would be as ridiculous as to ſay, in plain Terms, 
that Forts are neceſſary where the Dutch have none; and that where 
they have Forts, we need have none. 

But to evacuate that Pretence likewiſe, in caſe they ſhould happen 


and by threatning to intercept the Trade of that Country, by firing 


from the Company's Fort, Gc. obtain'd Reſtitution of a Ship with : 


Three Hundred Negroes taken in that Road by the French; which 


Ship did belong to Mr. Heyſbam, now a Member of Parliament: _ : 
1 | | the 


neceſſary, for preſerving and carrying on that Trade; and that if 
Forts ſhould be thought any way Neceſſary for that Purpoſe, yet thoſe 
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known, that in the Year 1672. the Royal-African-C 


is ſo modeſt as not to charge any — for the ſame, but have 
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the Mary of Barbadoes, Capt: Codnor, Maſter, and ſeveral other Ships 
belonging to the ſeparate Traders and their Cargoes have, under the 
Protection of Cape-Coaft-Caſile, and by its great firing upon the Ene- 
my, been frequently preſerved; yea and their Slaves and Goods taken 
into the Caſtle, for farther Safety, when attempted to have been taken 
by the French Men of War and Privateers, out of Cape-Coaſt Road. 

As to the ſeparate Traders Allegation, that James- Furt and Sierrg- The private 
Leon have been taken from the Company, by the French, in open Boats; — een 


I ſhall wave the Company's own Teſtimony in that Matter, left it ing James- 


may be thought too partial in their own Favour, and betake my ſelf fc, f 


wholly to the publick Account thereof, which may be ſeen at large jndjpurable Te- 


in the Sieur Froger's printed Relation of Monſieur de Gennes's Voyage ſimm of « 

to the Coaſt of Africa, Gc. by which it will appear, that Monſieur de es 

Gennes had a Squadron of fix Ships of Force, along with him in that 

Expedition; and by the Articles of Capitulation, as they are particu- 

larly recited in the 21*, 22d, 23d and 24" Pages of the ſaid Book, 

it is ſpecially declared that, at the time of ſigning the ſaid Articles, 

the ſeveral Goods after-mention'd did belong to the Royal-African-Com- 

pany, viz. Five Hundred Quintals of Morphil (or Elephants-Teeth ) 

Three Hundred Quintals of Wax, One Hundred and Thirt Male-Ne- 

groes, Forty Females in the Iſland ;, Fifty at Gillofriee, re Eigh- 

ty Thouſand Crowns of Merchandizes, at the uſual Rates of the Coun- 

try, as alſo Seventy Two large Cannons mounted, Thirty not mounted, 

and a conſiderable Quantity of Warlike Ammunition: And in the 25th 

Page, the Author (who was in Perſon along with Monfieur de Gennes 

in that Expedition, and conſequently not a meer Repeater of Stories, 

at the ſecond or third Hand) gives a full and particular Deſcription 

of the {aid Fort; and, after taking Notice of its being furniſh'd with 

a prodigious Quantity of Arms, and that the Magazines of Powder 

were well ſtored, he declares expreſly that, f the Governour had done 

bis Duty, the ſaid Fort bad been N From all which the 

— may judge of the private Traders Veracity in other Parti- 

culars. Fi 

Then as to the Value of all the Company's Forts, tis manifeſtly Tie private 

7 - +, Trader's mali - 

any paid Thirty ine Efimati- 

Four Thouſand Pounds to their Predeceſſors for the Forts which they on of the Com- 


had then in their Poſſeſſion; and theſe were only Three, viz. Fames- 8 


= Fort, and Sierra-Leon, on the North Coaſt; and ape-Coaſt-Caſtle on the — and 


Gold Coaſt: Nor were they then but in a very ordinary Condi- «ef _ & 
tion for Defence, as being much out of Repair: But ſince that 


time, the Company has not only rebuilt and enlarg'd theſe Three, 
but likewiſe gave 4000 l. for a Fort which they bought from the 
Danes, and built the ſeveral other Forts of Dickes-Cove, Succundee, 
Commenda, Queen- Ann's-Point , Annamabo, Winebab, Accra and Whi- 
dab, all new from the Ground; beſides their ſettling ſeveral other 
FaRories on that Coaſt; the Charge of all which, together with the 
Expence of furniſhing them with great Guns, ſmall Arms, Ammuni- 
tion, Proviſion and Stores of all ſorts, and with conſtant Supplies and 
Repairs; as alſo the Intereſt of that Money ſo laid out, could not but 
amount to ſeveral Hundred Thouſands of Pounds; tho the Com any 


- 
- 
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mated the whole at 1 50000 l. which Effimation will ſtill appear to be 
the more moderate, if it be conſider d that, for one ſingle Fort belong- 
ing to the Brandenburgh Company on the ſame Coaſt, a Perſon ſpeci- 
ally authorized by them to ſell it, demanded 50000 l. of the Roxal- 
African-Company about Twelve Months ago. Yet the private Traders 
by a Method of Probation peculiar to themſelves, as well as that of 
their Computations, will needs impoſe a Belief upon the Nation, that 
all the Royal-African-Company's Forts and Settlements above-mention'd 
are worth no more than 41907. or thereabouts; and they prove it 
thus: They inform'd . the Commiſſioners for Trade ard. Plantations, 
that (at the time of paſſing the Act for laying the Trade open in the 
Year 1698.) all the Forts and Caſtles then in the Company's Poſſeſ- 
fion were valued by ſome private Traders (meaning ſuch as were for- 
merly called Interlopers) who pretended to be well agquainted with 
= ompany's Affairs, at no more than 41000 l. or thereabouts, which 
ie Commiſſioners repeated again in their aforeſaid Report, and the 
private Traders have lately printed the very fame Words, by way of 
Extract out of the ſaid Report, as a notable Proof of the ſame Aſſerti- 
on without Doors; yea, and to mend the Matter, they have either 
wilfully filch'd out, or negligently dropt one of the Cyphers of the 
"2 ſaid Sum in the Copying; by which means the 41060, is abridged 
| to 41001]. So that if ſuch Computations and Proofs as theſe be ſu- 
ſtain d as real, it will be no difficult Matter to make not only this 
Company's Stock, but likewiſe the Stocks of all the Companies in the 
Kingdom appear ridiculous and worſe than nothing in the Eyes of 
ſome fort of People.  _ IL 1875 
4 farther uh. Nor could the private Traders reſt ſatisfied here until they had 
. prompted the Commiſſioners for Trade, to demand from the Royal- 
reftleſs Spirit, African- Company, an Account of the Value of their Joint- Stoch in 1698; 
by which ar what Sums have been ſince call'd in; what. Dividends were made b 
8 wh > wo them during the aforeſaid Time; the Value of their preſent Stock; the 
zer of Diſtu- Debts owing by the Company; how often they had halanced their Books; 
— 1 and what theſe Balances had amounted to, &c. In compliance with the 
thers, 10 no 0 Commiſſioner's Orders, the Company gave them particular Accounts 
1 of all the aforefaid Heads, and ſeveral others of the fame Nature; but 
„for what Purpofe, is (Town) paſt my Underſtanding. I cannot ſuf- 
fer my ſelf to ſuppoſe that it could be towards rectifying any part of 
te Conſtitution; becauſe in that Caſe, they would, without doubt, 
nuave order d the ſeparate Traders to have given in Accounts likewiſe 
of the ſame: Nature; fhewing the Names and Qualities of ſuch as 
traded ſeparately the firſt Tear, after the Parliament had granted them 
4 Petmiſſion to Frade to Africa; who and how many of theſe were 
*mcern'd” in the fame Ships and Stocks; what their ſeveral Propor- 
_ Hons were; how much of the Money adventured by them was truly 
ttleip own; and how much borrowed 5 what Debts each of them ow'd; 
How tuck thereof was upon Bond, and how much upon Judgment; 
How many of them have been ruin'd by that Trade, and put in the 
Gazette as Bankrupts; how often all of them had adjuſted their ſe- 
veral and reſpective Accounts; what Profit the one had, and what 
Eoſs the other; how the Balance of Profit and Loſs ſtood at the 
Years end, with reſpect to all the ſeparate Traders collectively For ro 
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that ſuch Expiſcations as theſe, may be very provoking and of inju- - 
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derd; how many of thoſe who traded the firſt Year, continued to 

trade the ſecond ; and ſo on progreſſively, from Year to Year, till this 

Time. Beyond all peradventure, theſe Gentlemen would have thought 

ſuch an Inquiſition a very hard and diſagreeable Morſel, for their 

own Digeſtion; and yet in effect it would have been no more than 

what the Company was obliged to ſwallow. | 

But truly, confidering how very much all the Merchants and other e bad *9e#5 


Traders in Britain, (whether in Joint-Stock or ſeparately, whether 4 /# « vex«- 


by Wholeſale or Retail) do deal upon Credit; it is moſt evident, 4% Hauff, 
nd divided In- 

rious Conſequence, but can never be of any real Uſe towards ſettling 

and fixing the Conſtitution of any Trade, and much leſs of that to 

Africa;, which is always attended with ſeveral uncommon Circum- 

ſtances, Nor can it be of any Importance towards ſettling the afore- 

ſaid Trade, on a right Foot, to know whether the Company or ſepa- 


rate Traders have traded for moſt Stock; fince it is unqueſtionably 


certain, that neither of them have traded profitably : Nor is it indeed 
morally poſſible, that ever they can trade to Advantage, upon the 
Foot of a divided Intereſt ; which (as I have heard ſeveral Gentle- 


men of the Company declare) is the true reaſon why they have not 
traded all this Time, for more than they have done; nor raiſed a 
farther Additional-Stock, for that End. And altho' the Company were 
not exiſtent, yet the ſame divided Intereſt would unavoidably have 


| ſtill remain'd among the ſeparate Traders themſelves; and would con- 
ſequently have produced the like or worſe Effects. | 


It would be almoſt an endleſs Labour, to enumerate, and expatiate 7h /inifter Us 
upon all the Abſurdities and Inconſiſtencies, which could naturally 7 {be 27 
be inferr'd from the ſeveral Topicks' made uſe of by the-ſeparate Tra- have made of 
ders; and therefore I ſhall, at this time, conclude what I have alrea- = — | 
dy faid, on that Head, with this general Obſervation, on the Con- * 
tents of the aforeſaid Report: That the ſeparate Traders have not ad- 
duced any Vouchers for ſupporting the ſeveral Allegations, Suggeſti- 
ons and ſuppoſititious Computat ions, which they had the Confidence 
to give in to wen the Commiſſioners for Trade: And tho the Commiſ- 
ſioners did not avouch theſe as Truths; yet the tranſcribing them, by 
way of Report, and intermixing them with ſuch Accounts as were 
demanded of the Royal-African- Company, has happen d to give them 
ſome more ſeeming Authority, than can reaſonably be ſuppoſed, to 
have been ever intended by the Commiſſioners: For, by the Inſtances 
already given, it is manifeſt, that the ſeparate Traders have taken 
occaſion from thence, to print certain Paragraphs of their on bare 


Allegations, by way of Extracts out of the faid Report, as Vouchers 


to gain Credit to the very ſame Allegations again without Doors. 
Which may ſerve as a Caveat to ſuch as now are, or heredfter ſhall 

be, at the Helm of publick Affairs, to be better fatisfied, touching the 
Nature and Circumſtances of Things, and of the Certainty of alledg'd 
Points of Fact, before they ſeem to give too much ear to Suggeſtions; 

leſt that by the Inter poſit ion of any Shadow of their own Authority, 
they may ſeem to give a Currency to the falſe and counterfeit Coin 
of others, under the Colour of their own Stamp. ES 


: Some 
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Some Conſederations on the Nature and uncommon 
Circumſtances of the ArRIOAN Trade, 


SG ETWEEN Axim and Accra (not altogether ſixty Leagues 
along the Gold-Coaſt, nor above thirty Leagues up the 
Country; which is the fartheſt that any European now 
alive, ever pretended to have travel'd towards the Heart 
BT of that part of the Continent ) there are about twenty ſe- 
veral petty Principalities and States, govern'd by as many different 


* 
am DD. 
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Sovereigns, . independent of one another: The Natives are 


generally ſo very Poor and Avaricious, and naturally ſo very Merce- 
nary and Treacherous, even to one another, as well as to the Euro- 
peans; that the moſt ſolemn Engagements can never ſecure their Fi- 


delity, longer than it makes for what they think to be their Intereſt 


at the time ; unleſs a co-ercive Power oblige them to it: They are con- 

tinually invading each other's Property, and ſeizing one another's 

Goods; which occaſions perpetual Wars among ſome or other of 

them: And the Victors do commonly fell their vanquiſh'd Neigh- 

bours, as well as their own Slaves, to ſuch European Merchants, as 

they happen to be moſt in Friendſhip with at that tine. 

The Prattice of All the European Nations who trade to that Coaſt, have, for eſta- 
eve erte bliſhing, preſerving and improving their Intereſt and Power among 
en the Coaſt of theſe petty Sovereigns, found it neceſſary, at firſt, not only to bribe 
Afri. and engage their Friendſhip, with certain agreeable Preſents; but 
likewiſe ( after having, by ſuch means, obtain'd the Native Proprie- 

tor's Conſent ) to ere& Fortifications and Settlements at ſuch Ports 

as they found moſt convenient, for carrying on their defign'd Trade: 

And as their Power and Intereſt encreaſed, ſo they always, from 

time to time, augmented the Number of ſuch their Fortifications and 

3: Settlements. Vn | 3 75 
The Nature of The Sovereigns of theſe ſeveral Countries, have fuaquent Alliances 
Coaſt of Africa. and Confederations of Peace and War, with ſome one or other of 
| their Neighbours, againſt ſome other Confederates, on the ſame Coaſt; 
and each of them do commonly confine the Trade of their own and 

their Confederates reſpective Countries, at leaſt the Benefit of Pre- 

emption, to the Forts, Factories and Settlements of ſuch European 

Nations as are moſt dextrous in acquiring and preſerving their 
Friendſhip, by renewed Preſents and Alliances, as occafion requires; 


* 


and by ſhewing a more than ordinary Vigilance and Care in ſupport- 


ing them againft the Infractions and Depredations of others. 
The Practice ef Ihe Duch (who of all other European Nations are diſtinguiſh' d 
2 for being the moſt politick and deſigning People in Trade) have left 
Coaſt of Africa, No Means uneſſay d for engroſſing as much as poſſibly they can of this 

Trade to themſelves: They have eleven ſeveral Forts and Settlements 
along the Gold-Coaſt, and upon all Occaſions, given very conſidera- 
Wi ble Bribes to the Natives; as they themſelves have acknowledg'd even 
* Vide Boſ- in Print: * Nor have any of their trading Companies ever been known 


printed as An- to be very Scrupulous or Ceremonious in obſerving point of Right, 
| ETICIM. | with 


SD 


„57Ffĩ ] Vͤ NEE Ee, 4 


hi jo eos teren © 0 


| [ 21 } 


with the People of any Nation, whenever they found themſelves ve- 


ſted with a ſufficient Power to execute their Deſigns, and make their 
Pretenſions good: For Proof thereof, many Inſtances might be given; 
but the following noted one may ſerve at preſent : 

The Portugueze were ſettled on the Gold-Coaſt, many Years be- 
fore the Dutch; yet the Portugueze not trading by a Joint-Stock, as 
the Dutch always did, and conſequently not being in a Condition to 
maintain their precarious Poſſeſſion againſt an united Force; were, by 
degrees, wholly ſupplanted and driven, by the Dutch, from all their 
Settlements there: Yea now, the Dutch do not only ſeize all the Par- 
zugueze Ships which they find trading on that Coaſt, and oblige them 
to pay an arbitrary Duty of at leaſt 25 l. per Cent. of their whole Car- 
goe, for a Permiſſion to trade there; but make likewiſe a publick 
Jeſt of them into the Bargain: Witneſs Mr. Boſmar's Scoffing Chara- 
cter of them in a Book lately printed at Autrecht, viz. That formerly 
the Portugueze ſerved only for Setting Dogs to ſpring the Game, which 
as ſoon as they had done, was commonly ſeized by — And as the 
Dutch-Weit-India-Company has ſerved them thus on the Coaſt of 4fri- 
ra; ſo it's well known that the Dutch-Eaſt-India-Company has ſerved 
them long ago, after the ſame manner in the Faſt-Indles | 

But Experience (the ordinary School-Miſtreſs of Fools ) having, 74 port: 
it ſeems, at laſt made the Portugueze wile enough (tho ſomewhar gueze do trade 
too late) to ſee the Neceſſity of trading to Africa by a Joint-Stock, if yea hot + nx 
at all; they have ſome Years ago (as I am inform'd ) followed that Frrs on the | 


| Method. and have, at this time, two Forts, on the North Coaſt of % 7 Attics: 


Africa, and one upon the Coaſt of Angola, towards the Cape of Good- 


3 ; | | | _ | | 
The Danes, Brandenburghers, and Tome Years ago the French, have 4,, Dane ON 


all of them, eſtabliſh'd Companies for trading to ice with Joint- Erandeoburg- 
Stocks and excluſive Privileges. However the Dutch Company has ſo ec, 
far got the Start of them in Fortifications, and in the Experience eee nt 
the propereſt Methods of practiſing upon the Natives, according to the Co of airica, 
ſeveral Circumſtances of ſuch different Emergences as do and mult ;j., —_ 
daily happen, that hitherto they have ſcarcely conſider d all theſe Eu- Stocks exclu- 
ropean Companies jointly, as Competitors with themſelves alone, in freely. 

the Trade of the Gold- Coaſt: And therefore, to the end, probably that 

they might not ſeem to have too much Work upon their Hands at 

once, they have, for ſeveral Years paſt, contented themſelves, only 

with obſerving the Progreſs of theſe ſeveral Companies, and by certain 

ſecret Springs, embarraſling their Meaſures with the Natives, as well 

as with one another: All which may be eaſily gather'd from their 


own Writings ; beſide ſuch other Accounts thereof as are frequently 


had from that Coalt. | 

But the Dunch- Company ng the more exalted Genius and T3 putch 
eftabliſh'd Reputation of the Engliſh ation, for making Improvements 2 is f 
in Trade and Navigation; have, all along, look d upon the ſeveral 3 vii - 
Efforts made by the Ropal-African-Company, and their Predeceſſors, kya! African 
for eſtabliſhing and preſerving the Britiſb Intereſt on the Coaſt of Arti- rs ge gg 
ca, with a much more jealous Eye, and more intenſe Application, Competitors, fir 
for rendering their Deſigns and Endeavours abortive, than can well A“ 9 
be imagin'd by any one at this Dances who has not been at lem : 

| | than 
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than ordinary pains, to be inform'd concerning the ſeveral Intrigues 


and Tranſactions of the Dutch-Company's Agents, in thoſe Parts, for 
a Series of many Years paſt. 8 
23 The Royal-African- Company on the other hand, taking a juſt and 
0g of bo neceſſary Precaution, from the hard Treatment which their Predeceſ- 
Precautim, ſors had formerly met with, on the Coaſt of Guinea, and which others 
MD of their Country-Men had likewiſe met with from the Dutch-Com- 
Durch-Com- panties, both in * Aſia and America, as occaſion offer d; have, for 
46 the Prevention of any ſuch Uſage thereafter, as much as in them lay, 
and for ſecuring and enlarging the Britiſh Intereſt in Africa, purchas'd, 
built, regair'd and maintain'd a greater Number of Forts and Settle- 
ments on that Coaſt, than could have well been expected, while they 
were under the Preſſure of all theſe complicated Difficulties and heavy 
Circumſtances with which they have ſtruggled theſe twenty Years 
paſt: They bought, built or rebuilt three Forts on the North Coaſt, 
and ten Forts, beſides three Factories, which they have on the South 

or Gold-Coaſt. | | _ 
42 oy oF Theſe Forts and Settlements are generally ſo Contiguous to, and 
<2 bt we intermix'd with the ſeveral Forts of other European Companies, and 
compatible more eſpecially the Dutch ;, that (as Matters are carried on thege ) 


e Ai the Intereſt, Security and Succeſs of one Company ſeems in a great 


_ can-Company; meaſure, incompatible with that of the other. 


vice verſa. It has been an old and conſtant Practice of the Dutch-Weſt-India- 


nſtances of ſe- 
veral 5 Company, by Preſents and otherways, to create and foment Quarrels 


which rs _ between ſome of the neighbouring petty Kings and States; and to 
pany's Agents aſſiſt the one ſide with Arms, Ammunition and other Neceſlaries, up- 
d fludy to eg on Promiſe and Condition, that (after prevailing againſt their Ene- 


8 mies; they'd turn all other Europeans out of their Country, or at 


Coaſt of Guinea, leaſt to bring and confine as much as poſhbly they could of their 


Trade to the Dutch Forts and Settlements. This neceſſarily oblig'd 
the Royal-African-Company's Agents, in Selt-Defence, to follow much 
of the fame or the like Methods: Which indeed produced not only 
many Skirmiſhes and Fightings between the Natives, Allies of the 
ſaid reſpective Companies, inſomuch that the Agents and Servants of 
theſe Companies themſelves came, at laſt, to be often perſonally en- 
gaged therein; but has likewiſe occaſion'd the Forts, Factories and 
Settlements of theſe Companies to have been ſometimes inſulted to a 
moſt injurious Degree; yea the Dutch- Company's Agents, in order to 
gain their Ends, have tried all the ways they could think of, to ren- 
der the People of this Nation contemptible in the Eyes of the Na- 
tives. They have repreſented us in very ridiculous Hieroglyphicks 


or Mock-Pictures. They have ſhown to the Natives, by the Map, 


what a little Spot of Ground Britain is, in compariſon of the reſt of 
the World ; calling what part thereof they thought fit, by the Name 
of Holland, and it's Dominions. And after King William's Acceſſion 
to the Throne of Great Britain, the Dutch-Company's Agents to mag- 
nifie their own Country and Power, told the Natives, That tho* King 


— & — 
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* Vide De Britaine's Dutch Uſurpation, 1672. Stub's Juſtifcation of the War againſt the Hallam 
ders, 1672. and Sir Joſiah Child's Confutation of a Treatiſe, intituled, A Juſtification of the Dire- 
Qors of the Netherland's Eaſt-India- Company, 1688. PPP 

| William 
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„ 
William 2% Hing over Britain, yet he was only one of their Lords in 
Holland, Oc. Ee | 
The Dutich-Company's Agents have alſo a Faculty of ſeducing the 7he Dutch- 
Rojal-African-Company's Servants, by all the Inticements imaginable, 2 ſer, 
nor do they ever fail to encourage, entertain and defend ſuch of them 3 
as deſert their Maſter's Service; a Practice ſo diſagreeable to the na- pany's Ser- 
turally much more generous Temper of the Engliſh, that they have“ 
always reprobated the ſame, by remonſtrating againſt it, to the ſeve- 
ral Generals of the Dutch-Company, as occaſion required. 5 

Several Treaties were ſet on Foot, between the Generals and gevera! Tes. 
Agents of theſe two Companies, for conciliating and compromiſing ties between 
all ſuch Differences as happen d between them, from time to time, hay ang, 
and theſe Treaties were obſerved, till the Drtch-Company's Agents panies, but a 
found out new Occaſions, to break them; yet they neyer wanted new i! Pi | 
Pretences and Evaſions in Store, for ſhifting the Blame directly off ak os — 
themſelves: So that upon the whole Matter, it may very juſtly be b, the one 4. 
ſaid (without any Paradox) that tho' the Dutch have been our Con- fe“ 

ther. 

federates in Europe, during the laſt and preſent War, as finding their 
Intereſt by it, and becauſe indeed their own Safety depends upon, and 
1s involved with ours ; yet 1t is moſt certain that, without regard to 
either Peace or War at Home, the Duich-Weſt-India-Company and the 
Royal-African-Company of England, have conſtantly maintain'd a ſort 
55 War, the one againſt the other, for the Empire of Trade 
on the Coaſt of Guinea, theſe 30 Years paſt. | 

And when with much Care, Trouble and Expences the Royal. The ſeparate 
African- Company had brought their Affairs to be in a condition of hy the Royul- 
over-topping their foreign Competitors, in that Trade; a more fatal African-Com- | 
Enemy than the former, ſprung up here at home, in their own Bo- — pager 
ſom; not only dividing their Intereſt, and weakening their Foun- Coaſt F africa. 
dation, but likewiſe overturning and making void the very Maxims | 
of Policy, by which they ſupported and preſerved the Britiſh Intereſt 
in Guinea, 55 5 

I-ſhall not ſay that the Durch-Weſt-India-Company had directly im- The ſeparate 
ploy'd any Inſtruments for blowing the Coal of our Diviſions, here vera 
at home, about the manner of carrying on the Trade to Africa ; but, the pucch- 
if we may draw Inferences. from their former Practices, they have — 
given us ſufficient Ground to believe, that they are a People capable 
of doing ſuch Things; provided they find proper Agents to work by: 
And I may confidently aver, that their careſſing our Interlopers for- 
merly (when they were ſuppreſſing their own) and their cajolling 
our {ſeparate Traders now, ſince the Trade from hence has been laid 
open, looks too much like a Deſign of making Uſe of them as Tools, 
for ruining the Britiſh Intereſt in Guinea, by dividing it, both at Home 
and Abroad. | | = 

I had almoſt forgotten to tell that, among the many other Artifices Such of the ſe. 
practis d by the Dutch-Weſt-India-Company, for aggrandizing themſelves e Tratirs 
and their Intereſt in thoſe parts, they oblige the Generality of the reach of the 
ſeparate Traders Ships to ſtrike, and in good Manners, to ſalute their — f 
Forts in Guinea; and then from thence they inculcate into the Na- Guinea, frike 
tives an Opinion of the Power and Dominion which they exerciſe 50 then. 
over the Britiſh Ships and People. : 


2 But 


Nr . 
* 


An Account of But to 


the Names, St- 
tuat ions, and 
Diſtances one 


from the other of 


the Forts of the 


Te 


give the Reader a more diſtin& Notion of the Uſefulneſs of 


the Forts and Settlements formerly mention'd, and hot they are in- 


termixt with the Forts of other Nations, I ſhall ſubjoin an Account of 
all their ſeveral Names of Diſtinction, with their reſpective Situati- 


ſeveral Europe- Ns and Diſtances, one from another; as they lie along the Coaſt, from 

an Companies, North to South. | | 

tor rot . 85 

Coaſt of Africa. On the N orth Coaſt. 
French Senegal, in the Entrance of the River Senegal. 
French Re | | 
Engliſh James Iſland, in the Entrance of the River Gambia: 
Portugueze Cutcheo. | 
Portugueze Biſjeo 
Engli Bence-1ſland. 
Eng liſh Tor *. and. 

On the Gold-Coaſt. TY 
5 | Miles diſtant 

Dutch Axim. — —— | os — 
Brandenburgh Aquedah —— — 2 
Engliſh Dickie cou —————ͤKüĩꝝö§ 52ꝑłꝗ&kÿ.— — 3 
Dutch Butteroe — — —— — 3 
Engliſh Succundee — —— 15 
Dutch Shuma — —— — 9 
Engliſh Commenda —=>————————— 1 
Dutch Comenda =o ——-——— — 2 
e De N — — — . — 9 
Engli Cape -Coa — — | tn 
FA fat. Kal — 5 dy , 
Engliſh Deen Ann point — > 
Dutch ouree„pöüĩéꝝVvl : | — 
Engliſh Anniſuan ———— — — 
Ea — — —— — — 
Engliſh Agga - — — — nw. 
Dutch Cormanleen — —— 3 
Dutch Apough ſ—ñüĩvX7 ñä—ö? — V— 30 
Engliſh Shidah = — — — 
Engliſh Winebah ——- — — — — 
Engliſh Arn —— — 
Dutch Accra . — —— 
Daniſb Accra — — — — 
Enpliſh I hidah, the principal Place for purchaſing 
French great Numbers of Negroes, about : Mile 
Dutch - diſtant from each other. 

= — 4 F From this clear View of the intermix'd Situation of all theſe Forts 

Parts 2 and Factories; the different Deſigns and Intereſts of the ſeveral con- 


tlements on the 


Coaſt of Africa 


farther evinced. 


tending Proprietors thereof; the naturally avaricious mercenary Tem- 


pers, rapacious Inclinations, and treacherous Cruelties of the Natives 
in general; the Vicinity and Multiplicity of the circumjacent petty 
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Principalities and States, (whoſe Enmity or Friendſhip in point of 
Trade, or any thing elſe is chiefly govern d by the ſeveral Alliances 
and Confederations, which they make between themſelves, as well as 
with the Deputies or Gencrals of the ſeveral European Companies, 


ho trade among them) the conſtant underhand Practices of theſe 


Europeans, whether in time of Peace or War; and from the Uncer- 
tainty and Mutability of theſe Alliances, except where their Intereſt 
always ties the Parties, according to the ſeveral Emergencies, which 
different times and things may produce; any conſiderate Perſon- may 
cafily ſee the abſolute Neceſity of maintaining, Forts and Factories 


for the Security and Preſervation of the Britiſh Intereſt on that Coaſt: 


Yea the neceflary uſe of them may be much more readily imagind 
than expreſſed. And certainly how far ſoever the ſeparate Traders 
unaccountable Zeal againſt the Royal-African-Company, may have tran- 
ſported their Humor beyond the Bounds of a cool Reffection, concerning 
the Uſefulneſs of theſe Forts, they may depend upon 1t, that if, by any 
Misfortune whatſoever, they ſhould happen to fall into the Hands of 
our Foreign Competitors on that Coaſt, then the beſt Treatment, 
which the private Traders themſelves could reaſonably hope for, would 


be only Polyphenus's Fate, to be the laſt that ſhould be deſtroy'd ; 


that is, they would thereafter be ſtrictly diſcharged from trading any 
farther upon that Coaſt, without paying an Arbitrary-Duty to the 
Dutch-IWeſt-India-Company, for their Permiſſion; as the Porcugueze, 


. 


who were there long betore them, do at this time. 


— 


= — 


Some Arguments ſhewing that the Conſtitution of the 
Turkey-Company, or of any other regulated 
open Trade, cannot be ſuited to the Nature and 
Circumſtances of the Trade to AFRICA, 


Would gladly perſuade my ſelf that the Separate Traders, ze private _ 
Nat leaſt the greateſt part of them, are not of ſo tenacir Traders propoſe 
S=N Es ous a Temper, as to have hardened themſelves againſt all 7,77 "ene 
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maore open than ever; and carried on by 4 regulated Company, like 
Altre Suſpi- that to Turkey: Yea, the View of ſome ſuch Scheme may probably 


* the ty 1 N + 2A | a as jt OY 
— why the be one great Reaſon, why they have been at ſo much Pains, to de- 


private 3 pretiate the Value of the Company's Forts and Caſtles; as hoping, if 
ſeemto ſlight the t hat Project ſhould happen to take, that the Property öf theſe would 


uſe of Forts and 


Settlements, of courſe, at a very low Eſtimation, fall into the Hands ef ſuch Per- 


ſons only as ſhould then think fit to trade thither.”  * 


The private Nor can this be reckon'd a meer Suggeſtion, when we conſider, | 


Traders ee that the private Traders have already made ſuch Advances therein, as 


now to maintain 


the Forts, if to have ſignified to the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade and Planta- 
hey may have tions, that they are willing to come into a Method for maintaining 


* the Forts and Caſtles (if thought needful) upon the Foot of a * 


lated open Trade, like that to Turkey as aforeſaid. 


The private This looks too much like an Intention of dealing pretty roundly in 


Traders deſign | * g E N 
to have a Share the firſt Place, with the Company's Property; and that too after a 


— 3 Ale moſt prepoſterous Manner; but the Streſs of the Argument not lying 
perty gratis, there, I ſhall wave the Conſideration thereof at preſent, and let the 
| Reader fee that a regulated open Trade to Africa, after the Manner 
of that to Turkey, would be ſo far from mending the Matter; that 


any farther Experiment of that kind would, in all Probability, compleat 


the Ruin which the late Experiment of laying the Trade open, has 
= SOL I 5 | $7020 
The Corftituti” No Man I ſuppoſe, will doubt, but that a Conſtitution may be ve- 


on of one Trade 


not always ſvi- ry well ſuited to the Nature and Circumſtances of one particular 


fable to the Branch of foreign Trade, which can never be properly adapted to 
Nature of an o : 0 . . o 2 
other. © another Trade unavoidably attended with quite different Circumſtan- 


ces, and whoſe Nature muſt conſequently require a different Con- 
fſtitution as well as different Rules of Management. = 
The Conſiituti- is no part of my preſent Purpoſe, to find fault with the Conſti- 
on of the Tur- NY | . . 
keyCompany no tut ion of the Turkey or any other regulated Company of this King- 


where regarded dom; but, by the by, it's very obſervable that, out of Britain, there 
or followed, out: | 


© ef England, is no ſuch Conſtitution of Trade in any other Kingdom, State or Com- 


monwealth in the whole World, that ever I could read or hear of: 
For all thoſe foreign Trades wluch are regulated and confin'd to cer- 


tain Perſons in Britain, qualified as the Conſtitution of the Turkey- 


Company re uires; are wholly open and free to all People indiſtinct- 
ly, in all other Kingdoms and States whatſoever; in the ſame man- 
ner as our Trade to Spain, Portugal, Italy, &c. is carried on. And 
I am perſuaded that, upon Examination, it would be thought no 
Paradox to aſſert that, in the Nature of convertible Terms, any 


Branch of foreign Trade which can be carried on, by a regulated open | 


Trade, ſuch as that to Turkey, Resſſia, &c. might be carried on with- 
out any Company at all; and that, vice verſa, if it were not Practi- 
cable to have carried on ſuch Trades as theſe, without any Limitati- 
on or Regulation at all, ſuch a Conſtitution as that of the Turkey- 
Company could never have brought any of them to bear : But theſe 
being Conſtitutions of earlier Times, when our foreign Trade in ge- 
neral was in its Infancy, in Compariſon to what it now is; and theſe 
Branches of Trade having ran in that Channel, and being carried on, 


all along, in that Method, for many Years together, I ſhould be ſor- 


ry to ſee any new Attempts made, for altering the ſame; or making 
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ERR. _ - 
any Infringements on the Old Conſtitution: Innovations and New 
Experiments being always dangerous in moſt Caſes of that Nature. 

And that there is no Parallel between the Nature of the Trade to No paralle! te. 
Turkey, and of that to Africa may be farther ſeen from this; That 77" the Na. 
| . 5 e of the 
whereas in Turkey there are at moſt but two or three principal Places Trade ro Tur. 
of Trade, and all under the Dominion and Government of one Prince key and that 
whoſe Subjects are tied by the Rules and Forms of certain Courts of ther — | 
Jul aer it were no difficult Matter for the Queen of Great Britain, by ted. | 

a ? ; \ - . > Ts . ; % ö \ 

er Ambaſſador, to have her Subjects there vindicated and righted, 
even if there had been no Company; as the French King, the Vene- 
tians and the Dutch have done all along; but upon the Coaſt of 4f+i- 
ca there 1s an indefinite Number of petty Princes and ſovereign States, 


all independent of each other (as has been already related at large ) 


and their People are ſo wholly void of all manner of Principles of 


Equity or Juſtice ; that, without the Terror of a conſtant co-ercive 
Power kept over their Heads on the one Hand, and the Temptation 
of ſuch Preſents as are frequently made to them on the other, toge- 
ther with a politick Management of the ſeveral Alliances formetly 
mention'd, no European who had any thing to loſe could ever reckon 
upon any Safety among them. But if the ſeparate Traders to the Coaſt 
of Africa will undertake to reduce all the Natives of that Coaſt under 
the regular Government of one Sovereign, and charm them ſo as to 
become as polite and civilized a People as thoſe of Conſtantinople; then, 
and not till then, can it ever be, that the Conſtitution of our Turkey- 
Company may be a fit Model and Pattern for ſettling the Trade to Africa. 
It is allowed by all Parties, that the ſeveral Confuſions which have 7he lajing oper 


happen d in our Trade to Africa, have been chiefly occaſion'd by the 27 LO 


different Intereſts of the ſeveral Traders thither; and as the laying t te the Cauſe 


open that Trade was the ſole cauſe thereof, it is abſurd to think that 4 all the Con- 

the Effect can be taken away, while the Cauſe remains. So truly in % Petrie Lu 

my humble Opinion, the laying open that Trade, with or without a open fill, under 

Company, muſt be always much at one upon the Matter. 6 
And fince by the ſeparate Traders propoſing at laſt to come into a mend the Mat- 

Method for maintaining the Forts and Caſtles on the Foot of an open 2% ig ,- 

regulated Trade, it appears likewiſe that all Parties do think Forts pretending to 

and Caſtles neceſſary for ſecuring and preſerving the Britiſh Intereſt on mat, 

that Coaſt; it is certain, that were there no other Incongruity in the 20% — 

Project of ſuch a regulated Trade; yet even that ſame of maintaining ons of precari- 

the vaſt Charge of Forts, Caſtles and Alliances, by ſuch a precarious — 

Fund, as that of voluntary Contributions, would ſoon prove an un- 

ſurmountable Difficulty: For tho in the beginning, and in time of 

Peace, the Novelty of ſuch a Conſtitution might poſſibly tempt ſeve- 

ral Perſons to trade upon that Foot, for a ſpurt; and that their ſeve- 

ral regulated Contributions might perhaps do ſomething towards de- 

fraying the ſaid Charge, for ſome ſhort time; yet no Man being bound 

by ſuch a Conſtitution to trade longer, or for more Stock, than he 

thinks. fit, it is not to be ſuppoſed but that whenever they'd come to 

find their Profit not anſwerable to their Expectation, they would 


quickly draw their Necks out of the Collar, and give over the Trade 


by Degrees (as they have already done in the former Caſe) till at 


laſt, for want of the needful Contributions, the aforeſaid — 
5 wou 
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would be neglected, ind the Forts and Caſtles muſt of courſe, become 


ruinous and deſerted 5 and then the old Proverb made good, That 


every Man's Bufmeſs would be no Man's Buſmeſs. 


. as 
* — ” „ 8 _—_—_—_— 
1 by — — nd 


Several farther Arguments proving, that our Trade 


ta AFRICA, cannot be preſerved and carried on 

effetnally by any other Method , than that of a 

conſederable Joint-Stock, with excluſeve Privi- 
leges. : 


aa.” 


He Impracticability, or at leaſt Improbability, of ever 
trading to Africa, ſecurely, creditably and advantageouſly, 
in the Method of either an illimitted open Trade, like that 
do Portugal, or of a regulated open Trade, like that to 
Turkey, being already demonſtrated, as far as the Na- 
ture of the Caſe ſeems to require or admit of a Demonſtration; it 
conſequently follows, that a ſuitable Joint-Stock with excluſive and 
other encouraging Privileges, and the maintaining a co-ercive Power 
on the Coaſt of Africa, are the only probable Means by which the | 
African Trade can be effectually carried on, fo as to be made a per- 


manent, creditable and advantageous Trade to Britain : Yet, for illu- 


ftration of that Poſition, I ſhall adduce ſome farther Arguments from 
Reaſon, Experience, and the univerſal Practice of all Nations who 
trade thither, to prove the ſame. 1 


The firſt Argu- Firſt, The Dutch (who of all Nations whatſoever are generally 


ment is foun- 


ded on a gene- 


allow'd to be the People now extant, who have given the moſt con- 


© Maxim ob. Vvincing Proofs of their conſummated Knowledge and Experience in 


ſerved by the 
Dutch, (5c. 


ing them, Yea, theſe Companies are always protected and defended 


Trade) have laid it down for a Maxim, that in all foreign Trades 
where the Trade muſt be 1aaintain'd by Force and Forts on the 


Land, and where they cannot conveniently keep up an Amity and 


Correſpondence by Ambaſſadors only, there ſeems to be an abſolute | 
Neceſſity of carrying on ſuch Trades, by Joint-Stocks. And certain- | 
Iy, by parity of Reaſon, the ſame Maxim muſt hold equally good 
with us, as with them. Unity in their Councils, and an Uniformi- | 
ty in their Rules of Management has laid the Foundation of that 
State, and rear'd 1t up to that mighty degree of Strength and Power | 
which makes them now fo conſiderable both at Home and Abroad, 
according to their own Motto, Concordia res parue creſcunt. And tho 
they be the great Aſſerters of Liberty, and do exerciſe it without | 
Controll or Limitation, as to all other Trades; yet, upon the Foot of 
the aforeſaid Maxim, they have always found it neceſſary to carry | 
on their Trades to the Eaft-Indies and the Coaſt of Africa, only by | 


Companies with Joint-Stocks and exclufive Privileges ; and that, by 


reaſon of the great Charge, Danger and Difficulties commonly attend- 


by 


| > 


A W 
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by the Laws of their united Provinces, which are of the ſame Force 


with them, as Acts of Parliament are with us: But tho we have like- 


wiſe had Companies with Joint-Stocks, for trading to the Eaſt- Indies 


and the Coaſt of Africa; yet thoſe not having been eſtabliſh'd with 


the Sanction of Parliamentary Conſtitutions, a Door was always left 


open, for frequently diſturbing their Meaſures, and interrupting the 
Progreſs of their Trades and Acquiſitions, chiefly by reaſon of a divi- 
ded Intereſt always kept up among our ſelves: Inſomuch, that it 
might have been properly enough {aid, that we had verified the very 
Reverſe of the Dutch-Motto, viz. Diſcordia res magne dilabuntur. 


Secondly, Whenever we ſee ſeveral great and wiſe Nations having The Jeemd t. 
gument is 


drawn from ihe 


various Forms of Government, and whoſe Meaſures are influenced by 


different Inclinations and Intereſts; yet conſpiring, as it were by uni- univerſal con- 


verſal Conſent, in the ſame Means, for acquiring the ſame Ends of Nations, 
differing in 0- 


Profit, Power, and Honour, we may reaſonably conclude; that they ;jer rwms of 


are much nearer the right way for accompliſhing thoſe Ends, than any 


Set of private Men whatſoever, holding contrary Opinions; eſpeci- 


ally when ſway'd by perſonal Profit or Loſs, or by any capricious 
Humour, Pique or Prejudice againſt ſome other intereſted Party. 


Thus we ſee that how different ſoever the ſeveral and reſpective Inte- 


Government. 


reſts of the French, Dutch, Danes, Brandenburghers, Gc. are, with 


reſpect to one another, yet they all do center in this poſitive Opini- 
on, That Joint-Stocks with excluſive Privileges, and the having Forts 
and Settlements on the Coaſt of Africa, for maintaining a conſtant 
co-ercive Power there, and for preſerving Alliances with the Natives, 


are by much thei propereſt Means for carrying on that Trade, with 


Security, Credit and Advantage: And therefore, conſidering likewiſe 
how far the Royal-African-Company of England and their Predeceſſors 
have proceeded, and do ſtill, after many Years Experience, inſiſt up- 


on the ſame Topick; it looks like too much Preſumption and a ſelf- 


conceited Arrogance, in ſome few private Perſons (who ſeem now 
to perſonate the ſeparate Traders here) to pretend to ſet up their own 
humourſom Opinion dogmatically againſt the conſummated Experi- 
ence and univerſal Suffrage of the whole trading World beſide; un- 
leſs they bring better Evidence for ſupporting their bare Opinion, than 
any weak Reaſon adduced by them as yet. 


Thirdly, There is a Maxim of Policy, which holds good among Le (Third 4r- 


Companies for Trade, as well as Kingdoms and States; That where- Cent i5dedu- 
ced from a cer- 


ever any Power or Force is to be exerciſed, the more contracted and rain Maxim 


united that Power is, the more prevalent will be the Effects thereof. f Pulic b. 
Applicable to this, is the dying Old Man's Advice to his Sons, repre- J % 


ſented in the well-known Fable of the Bundle of Arrows: And the 3 
owea by the 


= great Reaſon for the late Union of the two Kingdoms of England and Bg. 
Scotland (tho even before then, they were ſeparately under the Go- f | 


ndia-Com - 


vernment of one Sovereign Prince) was to corroborate their Strength, Pany. 


by making them one undivided Kingdom; the ſame in Intereſt, In- 
clination and Power; both in Offence and Defence: Vis units fortior. 
So likewiſe, it's very obſervable that, tho the Dꝛuch traded, for ſome 


time, to the Eaſt-Indies, by ſeveral Joint- Stocks belonging ſeparately 


to the reſpective Provinces which raiſed the ſame, yet finding upon 
Tryal, that the different Intereſts of their ſeveral Joint- Stocks did in- 
| [ | terfere 
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er 
terfere one with the other, the States (contrary to the Native Hu- 
mour and Genius of a Republick) did incorporate all theſe Joint- 


Stocks into one common Capital; to the end that, for the general In- 
tereſt and Advantage of the whole, the ſame might be the more equal- 


ly manag d, by certain uniform Rules of Government, both Abroad 


and at Home. | 


= my fn  Fourthly, A farther Inſtance of the Preferableneſs of carrying on 
gument is infer- any ſuch Trade by a Joint-Stock, may be had nearer home, from 


red from a Pa- 


=_ Inſtance à Caſe exactly parallel to that of the - ee e For our 
„ in Trade to the Eaſt- Indies was eſtabliſh'd and carried on, for man 
Eaſt-India Years, much after the fame Manner, and ſtruggling with ſuch like 
mo Interruptions and Difficulties, from time to time, as have been alrea- 
dy narrated, in relation to our Trade to Africa; till in the Year 1698. 
the private Traders to the Eaſt-Indies obtain'd an Act of Parliament 
for laying that Trade open in the Method of a regulated Company : 
Reſerving only the Old-Company's Right of trading, in manner, for 
the Term, and to the Effet mention'd in the ſaid Act: Yet, upon 
Tryal, even thoſe who procured that A&, found it. neceſſary to unite 
themſelves and their ſeveral Stocks in Proportion to their reſpective 
Subſcriptions, ſo as to carry on the Trade thereafter, only with one 
common Joint-Stock. And tho”, at leaſt to all outward Appearance, 
there ſeem'd to be an irreconcilable Conteſt, and ſtated Emulation, 
between the New and. the Old-Eaft-India-Compames;, yet both of them 
became fo very ſenſible of the deſtructive Conſequences neceſſarily at- 
tending a divided Intereſt in trading to thoſe remote Parts, that they 
are now at laſt happily conjoin'd into one Company, having the ſame 
Joint-Stock, Intereſt and Deſigns; and it is alſo very Remarkable, that 
thoſe Forts and Settlements in India which ſeem'd to have been for- 
merly ſo much lighted and depretiated by the ſeparate Traders thi- 
ther, do now make up a conſiderable Article in the Eſtimation of 

their own preſent Joint-Stock. 9 þ „ 
1 Fifth i. Fifthly, As Contraries appear beſt, by ſtating them in Oppoſition, 
- 2/9884 one to the other; ſo in all dubious Caſes, of the ſame, or like Na- 

ating Contra- 3 . . 8 * 31 1. 

ries in Oppoſiri- ture, the happieſt Experiences are thoſe which have been gain d by the 
7; ne 10 the Calamities of Times paſt : Thus, while our Trade to the Eaſt-Indies 
mY lay quite open from the Year 1653. to the Year 1657. that Method 
proved fo very Deſtructive to the ſeveral private Traders thither; that 
the governing Power at that time found it neceſſary to unite them all 
into one Company with one Joint-Stock, &c. So likewiſe while the 
Trade to Africa was laid open before the Reſtauration of Ring Charles 
the Second, the Dutch-Company took ſuch Advantage of our ſeparate 
Traders, that their Loſſes were computed to about 30ccon þ as is 
already narrated at large, Page 5 h. But by the ſeveral Particulars 


formerly likewiſe mention'd in Page Gch. it is manifeſt that, during 


the ſmall Number of Years in which the preſent Royal-African- Com- 
pany had the Conntenance and Protection of the Government, ſo as 
not to have had their Meaſures embarraſſed by any ſeparate Intereſt 
at home, the Britiſh Intereſt on the Coaſt of Africa, was maintain'd 
and advanced much more ſecurely, creditably and advantageoutly, for 
the common Intereſt of this Kingdom, and the Plantations thereunto 
belonging, than ever it was either before, or ſince, that time: _ 
53 2 I. Ba 
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had the Privileges of the Company's Charter been then eſtabliſh'd by 
Act of Parliament, ſo as to have prevented the domeſtick Diviſions 
which have fince happen'd in that Trade, by reaſon of our'ſeparate 
Intereſts, tis more than probable, that the Britiſh Intereſt had, by 
this time, been in a more flouriſhing Condition than' that of any 
other European Nation whatſoever, on the Coaſt of Africa. 
- Sixchly, There was never yet any ſubſtantial Commerce in the De Sixth 4r- 
World carried on, but by means of mutual Alliances and Confedera- — * 

tions made with the Natives, how barbarous ſoever: And it is mani- Nature and 
feſt, that Alliances of this Nature can be made only by Princes them- Sei e, 
ſelves, or Powers derived from them to Bodies Politick and Commu- with the Re. 
nities, who are Stable, Permanent and Reſponſible, continually rea- is 
dy upon the Place, by their Agents, to expoſtulate with or give Sa- 
tisfaction to their Allies: Which can never be maintain'd with Indi- 
viduals or fingle Perſons, who being Tranſient and Mortal, no Man 
knows where to find them, when they happen to commit any Inju- 
ries: And therefore a Society eſtabliſh'd with the Sanction of a Par- 
liamentary Conſtitution, and having a ſufficient Foint-Stock, with ex- 
cluſive Privileges, and a coercive Power to maintain their Alliances, 
as well as to defend their Trade, muſt needs of courſe be in a more 
probable way for anſwering all the Ends propoſed by the Alliances 
above-mention'd  _ | | 
- Seventhly, Without ſome fix d Society, inveſted with a conſidera- The Seventh | 
ble Joint-Stock and ſuitable Privileges, there can be no ſure Depen- Frere 
dence upon having the Byitiſh Plantations ſupplied duly with ſuffici- rhe true Inte- 
ent Numbers of Negroes at moderate or certain rates; for while the 7} Jae. 
Trade lies open, ſcores of private Traders do trade for one Year, who ons in America. 
are never heard of thereafter; and theſe minding only a preſent Gain, | 
do exact upon, and ſqueeze the Planters at a moſt extravagant rate; 
without any regard to Conſequences, as having no thoughts of going 
thith& again: Whereas a ſettled Society, having the ſole Management | 
of the Trade, muſt, in all their Meaſures, have a ſpecial regard to | 2 
Perpetuity; and thus it was during the ſhort time that the Royal- 
Africau- Company enjoy d the Trade excluſively; they fold their Ne- 
groes at very moderate rates, and truſted the Planters, from time to 
time, * with conſiderable Sums of Money, till they could convenient- vide Pag. 6. 
ly pay the ſame, out of the Produce of thoſe Negroes labour; which * "_ 
private Perſons are feldom able or willing to do; and altho' they 
would, yet one ſubſtantial Creditor is always much more indulging 
and encouraging to a Debtor, than an indefinite Number of feveral 
petty Creditors can be ſuppoſed to be; becauſe each of theſe, having 
different Views, as well as ſeparate Intereſts, do commonly ſtrive who 
ſhall out- do the other in Diligence for recovering Payment, quovis modo; 
till they ruin the common Debtor, and render him uncapable of do- 
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ing Juſtice to either: Whereas, were he concern'd only with one So- 
ciety of diſcreet Perſons, they would, for their own Intereſt, have a 
generous and compaſſionate regard to his Circumſtances; and, by a 
reaſonable Forbearance, enable him to pay themſelves; and to con- 
tinue a Correſpondence and Dealing with them; and to improve his 


own Plantation into the Bargain: Which indeed is, or at leaſt ought 


to be, the chief End of the Negroe-Trade ; becauſe upon that wholly 
- | depends 


. 33] 


depends the great National Advantage produced by the Plantat ion- 


Trade to Britain. | | 
Tie Eighth 41- Fghthly, While the Trade to Africa lies open, we can never ſettle: 
. ne the Aſciento, nor make any advantageous Contracts with the Spaniards 
Ateantazes F or Portugueze, to furniſh them with Negroes in their Weft-1ndies : 


jettling the %- For as, on the one Hand, they'll have no Dependence on the uncer- 


the Spaniards tain Engagements of private Perſons, whoſe Circumſtances cannot be 


# / and Yor well known to them; ſo, on the other Hand, private Perſons can 
it; * . © 2 5 | 

j 74 . never (without a mixture of Folly and Madneſs) undertake to fur- 
— nin certain Numbers of Negroes, for a term of Years, at determinate 


and fix'd Prices; when, at the ſame time, they cannot poſſibly know 
but that, by reaſon of the different interfering Intereſts of many ſepa- 
rate Traders, the Prices of Negroes upon the Coaſt of Africa, may be 
| ſo far advanced, as that the prime Coſt may far exceed the Prices at 
| which they contracted to deliver them in the Weſt-Indies ; which 
| would unavoidably be a very great Loſs to the Nation: Whereas a 
1 | Society veſted with the ſole Power of trading to Africa, cannot fail 
i of taking their Meaſures in making ſuch Contracts, ſo as to gain con- 
| ſiderably by them: And it is a certain Truth that whatever is gain'd 

| by any of Her Majeſty's Subjects, whether in a Society or ſeparately, 
from any foreign Nation, muſt of courſe be a National Advantage in 
adding to the Strength and Riches of this Kingdom. 


7/- Ninth Ar- Ninthly, While the Trade to Africa lies open, it can never be di- 
"Gm the ſtinctly known how far (Nationally ſpeaking ) we may be either 
et e Re. Gainers or Loſers by it: For we may have the Appearance of a briſk 
de, and flouriſhing Trade, by ſceing a conſiderable Number of Ships go- 
«ny tins, the ing out and coming in; yea and perhaps ſome few particular cunnin 
306? Balance Perſons gaining conſiderably by Commiſſions, Gc. while, at the ſame 
>rofi 2 Life time, our National Intereſt is ſinking daily, in the manner former] 

» ary Trade, narrated, till it dwindle away to nothing at laſt ; and be inſenſibly 
twiſted out of our Hands, by the cunning Stratagems and undermi- 
ning Practices of our foreign Competitors, before we can have ſuffi- 
cient time to apply a Remedy, for recovery thereof: Whereas, by 
confining that Trade to one Joint-Stock, the Great Council of the 
Nation may always be ſatisfied, from time to time, of the Company's | 
Proceedings, both at Home and Abroad; ſo that by knowing where | 
the Diſtemper lies, they may with the greater Aſſurance, preſcribe a 

| | Cure, as occaſion may require: Nor can it juſtly be ſuppoſed, but that 
_— the View of a perpetual and uninterrupted Succeſſion in the Manage- 
ment of that Trade, muſt, as well as the Hopes of perſonal Profit, 
naturally inſpire the Managers with a much nobler Emulation, in 
exerting their utmoſt Endeavours for advancing our National Intereſt, 
beyond that of any foreign Competitor, on the Coaſt of Africa, than 
can be reaſonably expected from the irregular, diſ-concerted and in- 
terfering Meaſures of an uncertain Number of raw and unexperienc'd 
Novices, trading ſeparately, by divided Intereſts, liable to no Cenſure 
but their own; and having no other imaginable Views, but only a 
little ſelfiſh preſent Gain; tho' the National Intereſt ſhould utterly 
perth thereby. 1 2 55 „„ 
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Tenthly, The wiſeſt of Men tells us, That in the Multitude of Coun- The Tenth Ar. 
ſellours there is Safety; and beyond all Peradventure it is ſo: For, — 

our Underſtandings are fo weak, our Knowledge ſo circumſcrib'd, the Safety rhat 
and our Lives ſo ſhort ; that, without conjoining the Experience of Noe 
ſome Ages together, we are, of our ſelves, able to make but a very eure, poin- 
indifferent Proficiency, even in the eaſieſt and moſt intelligible Sci- 7s e em 
ence, that can-be thought of. However, indeed ſome few there are, 8 
of all Ages and Countries, who muſt be allow'd to have a much more 

tranſcendent Genius for ſeveral Purpoſes, than the generality of the 

reſt of Mankind. And therefore it is the great and ſingular Advan- 

tage of all ſele& and compacted Societies, having the ſame undivided 

Intereſts, and which are eſtabliſh'd upon ſolid Foundations, that the 
Wiſdom, Knowledge, Capacity, Experience and Application of theſe 

few, do commonly ſupply the Defects of many other Perſons, who 

are not endow'd with an equal Share of the like Qualifications. 

Thus a Foint-Stock-Company eſtabliſh'd upon a tix'd and ſuitable 7his is lluſtra- 
Conſtitution, cannot fail of trading with much more Security, and a 3 5 
far greater Probability of producing many National Ad vantages, than — 

private Perſons trading ſeparately can do. For, the former have not 4% 8 
only the Diſcoveries, Obſervations and Experience of their Predeceſ- 5 
ſors ſtanding always upon Record before them, by a continued Series 
of Journals, ec. But (as in the Body Natural) fo even the weakeſt 
Member of ſuch a Society may, in ſome reſpect or other, be made 

Uſeful to the common Intereſt of the whole Body politick; yea and 
partake too, in ſome Meaſure, of the Knowledge, — and 
Judgment of thoſe other Members whom God has bleſs d with a more 
than ordinary Portion thereof. : 

And as theſe Societies do commonly find out and make choice of ſuch 9h*r co 
deſerving Perſons as are thought moſt capable of ſerving their Intereſt, in Ynrages at. 
the ſeveral Qualities of Generals, Chiefs, Agents, Factors, Correſpondents, tending ſuch 
Maſters and Navigators of Ships, Super-Cargoes, Chyrurgions, Secreta- fr id cas 
ries, Clerks, Accomptants, Book-keepers, Caſhiers, Store and Ware-bouſe- tions. 
keepers, Gc. So they can beſt afford the giving them ſuch ſuitable Salaries . 
and other Encouragements, as (if but tolerably well principłd) might 
put them above the Temptation of being corrupted: And it is moſt 
certain, that if the African Trade were once fully ſettled and fix'd on the 
Baſis of ſuch a ſuitable Conſtitution as would naturally oblige the 
Natives to come to our Terms and Conditions of Barter, inſtead of 
impoſing theirs upon us, as now they do; the Profits thereof could 

very well bear that Charge. So that ſuch a Society might then ſtand 

un place of an Academy, for training an indefinite Number of People, 

in the regular Knowledge of all Matters relating to the ſeveral 

Branches of the African Trade; and the Nation would of courſe reap 
the Honour and Advantage thereof. 

Ihe Reverſe of all which, may be eaſily gather'd from that infal- The Reverſe of 
lible Poſition in the Goſpel, 4 Houſe divided againſt it ſelf cannot gt fh. Egal 
fland: The meaning whereof relates to Kingdoms, Cities and Cor- 4 divided In- 
8 as well as to private Families; as appears expreſly by the _ pon 

ontext. 3 | 5 
YN Now let us ſuppoſe an indefinite Number of Perſons trading ſepa-" 
£ rately from hence to Africa;, their having quite ſeparate Stocks muſt 
| | con- 
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L361 
conſequently make them have divided Intereſts: And as we cannot 
reaſonably ſuppoſe them to be all equally endow'd with the ſame ne- 
ceſſary Qualitications, fo they muſt unavoidably have different Views 
and Rules of Management: And therefore (for want of both the cor- 
relative and ſubſervient Means of Aſſiſtance afore-mention'd) the 
generality of theſe ſeparate Adventurers, truſting moſt commonly 
both the Proje&ion and abſolute Management of the Voyage to their 
reſpective Ship-maſters, who indeed are as Ignorant of / Trade, as 


thoſe who imploy them, muſt of courſe come off with Loſs ; when 


perhaps ſome few cunning and deſigning Perſons among them may 
get ſome private Advantage to themſelves, at the Expence of irreco- 
verably loſing the whole Trade to the Nation at Jaſt. Yea, andvhen- 
ever they die, their Experience dies with them  _. 
The Eleventh Fleventhly, In all remote Places of Trade, the Countries of petty 
Argiment is Princes, with whom Her Majeſty cannot conveniently have State- 
<p" ty ga Alliances, and regular Correſpondencies, by Ambaſſadors, or other 


Nec, ſit * of 


maintaining a publick Miniſters, there is a Neceſlity of maintaining a Power equal 
Balance of 1 aſt : h h- f h E N . a . ni h 4 . 
Pater on the AT Icalt WIth that ot other European Natlons; without which it 18 
C of Africa. obſerved, that ſuch petty Princes, by the cunning Deſigns of ſtronger 

Powers, have often been drawn into Contracts, whereby, for ſmall 


Conſiderations, they agree to exclude all other Nations from the 


Trade of their reſpective Countries: Examples of this Nature are | 


frequent, * not only from the Impoſitions of the Dutch-Eaſt-India- 
. Company, upon the Natives of Japan, Amboyna, Pollaroon, Pollomay, 
Dam, Macaſſar, Zelon, Bantam, ec. But likewiſe from the Practices 
of the Duteh-Meſt-India- Company; who taking Example by the for- 
mer, have play'd the ſame Game over and over again, on the Coaſt 
of Africa. Witneſs particularly their having contracted with the Na- 
tives of Fantyn to pay them a good round Sum of ready Money in 
Hand, beſides a certain yearly Penſion in conſideration of their Aid 
in expelling the Engliſh trom Cormonteen-Fort, and of their other Au- 
ziliary Aſliſtances ever fince. + Under the Pretext of which Me- 
thods, they ſet up a pretended legal Title for juſtifying their Proceed- 
:128 in endeavouring to undermine and exclude the Britiſh and all 
other European Nations, from trading upon that Coaſt, ſo that, al- 
tho? it had been Practicable, to have carried on the Trade to Africa, 
in an open regulated way, if other Nations had followed the ſame Me- 
thod (which is never to be granted) yet in regard that all other Eu- 
ropean Nations do trade thither by Joint-Stocks; it would ſeem as 
unequal a Match to enter and engage raw and unexperienced private 
Traders againſt ſuch compacted and united Conſtitutions of experi- 
enced Counſellours, as to fight a diſordered undiſciplin'd Multitude, 
againſt a well-govern'd Army of Veteran Troops ſupported with an 


mexhauſtible Treaſure. 


— 1 * * 


* Vide the 96** Page of Sir Joſiah Child's Book formerly cited. The Methods of the Dutch Pro- 
ceedings in all ſuch Encroachments upon the Engliſh, in all times having been to make one bold ſtep, 
and then ſpend ſome Tears in allaying the Noiſe of that, or paying for it not the hundredth Part of what 
the Concernment of it j worth to this Kingdom: And when the Noiſe of that it well allay'd or bought 
off in Europe, then to make a new Encroachment ; ſo they began at Japan and Amboyna; and ſince 
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that deceived us of Pollaroon and Polloway; then of Dam and Macaſſar, and lajily of Bantam; mo- . 
wing [till ſram the Eaſt weſterly, &c. | gt 
+ Vide the Engliſh Tranſlation of Mr, Boſman's Letters, pag. 39. & alibi, 
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Tweifthiy, The Dutci-IWeſt-India-Company havirig no Settlements The Twelfth = 
a CH p 2 a l Argument is 
or Plantations in the Weſt-Indies, but only that of Curacao, a mere from rhe Conſe 


Rock, and Stirinam 4 moſt unwholeſom Country for the moſt part un- — the 
[PTY . 4 U 1 7 1 2 - utch-Com- 
er Water; and therefore ſcarcely improveable ſo as to quit Colt; pmy'r ting 


notwithſtanding their indefatigable and very chargeable Endeavours mw on For a 
for bringing it to bear, have (it ſeems) bent their Thoughts now 3% u & er- 

e | : ; - 5 groffing the Sta- 
upon ſettling Sugar-Plantations on the Gold-Coaſt of Mrica; a Place pie of Sugars, 


as improveable as the beſt of our Weſl-India-Plantations. They have © they bare 
that of Spices. 


already ſent for * 200 Whidab-Slaves, and expect, by their next Ship- vide Sir Dal. 


ping from Holland, all proper Materials for making Sugar in Guinea; by Thomas's 
wherein if Succeſsful (as in all probability they may be, if not coun- Ca 
ter-acted in that Deſign) it is much to be feared, ({confidering the caſtle the 29 
Maltitudes of Negroe-Slaves on that Coaſt, whole Labour is very 7 July, 1788. 
cheap, and the Shortneſs of the Voyage from Holland to the Coaſt of 
Guinea, in reſpect of that to the Eri-Indies, from whence they alrea- 
dy import great Quantities of Sugar) that in ſome few years Tune, 
when our American Colonies will be obliged to make Sugar at fo much 
greater Charge than the Dycch in Africa, they may be able to under- 


ſel us by very much, and conſequently have the Staple of Sugars over 


all Europe, as they have already, that of A-Spices : Which Conſi- 
deration alone ( barting the many other weighty ones formerly men- 
tion'd ) is of it ſelf ſufficient to open our Eyes, and convince us of 
the abſolute Neceſſity of ſpeediiy ſettling and fixing our Trade to 


Africa in a Joint Stocł-Cumpany, with excluſive and other ſuitable 


Privileges: As the only way of ſplitting and defeating the Deſigns of 
our Competitors in that Trade, with a Wedge of their own Timber; 


that is, by taking ſuch proper Meaſures with the Natives, as are not 
Practicable to be done in the Method of an open Trade, otherways 


than by making open War upon our Neighbouts: Which is a Remedy, 
I hope, we ſhall not run our ſelves upon. 
Several other Arguments might alſo be offer'd, upon the ſame or 


ſuch like Topicks, for carrying on the Trade to Africa, by a Joint- 


Stock, with excluſive Privileges; but more Arguments being thought 
needleſs at prefent; I ſhall reſume the firſt Queſtion ſtated in the 


Introduction: Whether, as we are now circumſtanced, with relation 
to our many foreign Competitors on the Coaſt of Africa; it may be 
thought more adviſable, for the Nation's Intereſt and Advantage, to 


carry on that Trade, by a collective Society of capable and intelli- 
gent Men, having one and the ſame Joint-Stock, Intereſt, Deſigns and 
uniform Rules of Government and Management, with excluſive Pri- 
vileges, ec. or by all ſuch Perfons indiſtinctly as have a mind to 
trade thither, when and how they pleaſe, with ſeparate Stocks, divi- 
ded Intereſts, and different Deſigns and Rules of Management? 

In anſwer to which, it is now preſumed that, upon ſerious and 
mature Conſideration of all the Premiſſes, any intelligent and impar- 
tial Reader will be inclinable to conclude. | 


1/7. That the Preſervation and Improvement of the Trade to 
Africa, 1s a matter of very high Importance to this King- 
dom and the Plantations thereunto belonging. 


245, That | 
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2aly, That Forts and Settlements on the Coaſt, and Allian- 
ces with the Natives, are abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Defence, Preſervation and Improvement of that Trade. 

3dly, That by any other Method, than that of a Joint-Stock, 
with exclufive Privileges, the ſaid Forts, Settlements and 
Alltances can never be effectually maintain d; and the faid 
Trade carried on, ſo as to be made a permanent, credita- 
ble and advantageous Trade to Britain, 


1 
— 


Some popular Objeckions againſt ſettling and carrying 
on the Trade to Arrica by an excluſrue Foint= 


Stock, fairly ſtated and anſwered. 


Ez CCORDING to my weak Conception of Things, the Three 
FPropoſitions concluding the former Chapter, are (for 
the many Reaſons already given) as evident and demon- 
ſtrable Truths, as any Propoſition whatſoever, of which 

ON ** we can have only a moral Certainty : Yet ſome Perſons 
of more refined Heads (perhaps to ſhew their Parts, or rather Hu- 
mour) will {till nevertheleſs be raiſing Duſt, and ſtarting Objections 
againſt the ſame, either in whole or in part; tho' more eſpecially 
againſt the Third Propoſition, until the Wiſdom of the Parliament 
think fit to put an end to this Paper-counter-ſcuffle, by ſettling the 


Trade to Africa on ſuch a fix'd and ſolid Foundation as may leave no 
Door open for the farther cavilling of every Pretender. 


The Truth is, I do not foreſee that any material Ob jection can be 


offer'd againſt all, or either of theſe Propoſitions, to which a clear 


Solution may not be had out of ſome or other of the foregoing Sheets: 
But leſt the Advocates for an open Trade to Africa, may have any 
ſeeming Pretence left for triumphing before Victory; I ſhall fairly 
ſtate and anſwer ſuch of their Objections as occur to my Memory at 


preſent; with promiſe to give full and particular Anſwers to ſuch 
others as they ſhall think fit to exhibit, after the peruſal of this 


"Treatiſe, . 

OgIECTION I. A Foint-Stocł- Company with excluſive Privileges is 
a Monopoly inconſiſtent with the natural Right of the Subje&, and the 
-Common Liberty of Mankind. 


ANSWER. This Argument proves either too much, or nothing at 


all: For the Principle upon which it is raiſed, ſtrikes at the very 
Root and Foundation of all ſorts of Government, whether Eccleſia- 
ſtick or Civil. But the general good of Mankind being the great 
End of all Government; the Humours, Liberties, yea and private 


Intereſts too of particular Perſons, muſt always yield and give way 


to the common Safety and general Intereſt of the whole Syſtem of 
Rationals. Thus it is that indefinite Numbers, even of Free-born 
Men, are contrary to their own natural Inclinations frequently prets'd 
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E 
for the publick Service in Fleets and Armies; we ſee that in the Caſe 
df a Siege, Fire or the like, ſeveral Citizen's Houſes are pulled down 
or blown up, to ſave the whole City; and the Hands of Idiots, Lu- 


naticks and furious Perſons tied up, by ſpecial Laws, from having 


the Power of hurting themſelves or others. Yea farther, many Peo- 
ple have got the Word Monopoly in their Months, who know or con- 
ſider very little of either its Sigrfification or Import. I queſtion very 
much, whether we of this Iſland in particular, might not have been 


all this while ſtak d down to Agriculture only, without having en- 


joy d the Benefit of thoſe many Advantages produced by our late Im- 
provements in Navigation-Trade and Manufactures, were it not for 
thoſe Encouragements which have, from time to time, been given by 
Monopolies, to the Introducers and Promoters of all mechanick Arts; 
and other uſeful Inventions among us. And had it not been for the 
ſame Reaſon, I know not why all the Country Gentlemen, Farmers, 
Yeomen and others might not as juſtly raiſe an Out-cry againſt the 
excluſive Privileges contain'd in the ſeveral Charters of all the Cities, 
Burroughs and Corporations in Britain. But indeed our Capacities 
are not ſo comprehentive, nor our Abilities ſo very extraordinary, but 
that one good Trade and Calling (if duly look'd after) may ſuffici- 


ently ſerve and imploy the time of one Man: And doubtleſs the more 


we confine our ſelves to any one particular Imployment, the more ex- 
pert we muſt be in the Knowledge and Practice thereof: Which is an- 


other great Reaſon why the Charge and Management of all difficult 


Undertakings ſhould be confined to certain Sets of Men ſet apart for 

making the Proſecution thereof the chief end of their Studies. 
OBJECT. II. The limits of the Royal-African- Company's Charter 

compre hende no leſs than the Trade of Six Thouſand Miles along the 


Coaft of Africa, which is too great an Extent to be truſted to the Ma- 


nage ment of any one Society whatſoever. FT 1 

ANSsw. The Groſs of all the Trade of the Royal-African- Company, 
the private Traders, and all other Europeans whatſoever, on the Coaſt 
of Africa, is between the River Senegal near Cape-Ferde and Cape- 
Lopes near the Line; which comprehends no more than 15 Degrees 
North Latitude; but by reaſon of the Coaſts winding and falling in 
to the Eaſtward, the Meaſure by Land muſt be ſomething more than 
in Latitude: And if, now and then, ſome few Ships happen to trade 
farther to the Northward, or to a place or two on the Coaſt of An- 
gola Southward; yet even the Trade of theſe is within the limits of 
' Cape-Blanco in 20 Degrees North Latitude, and of the Southern part 
of Angola to about 10 Degrees South Latitude; which (barring the 
winding .of the Coaſt) will not be the third part of the Limits 
mention d in the Obje&iom:; but let the Extent of the Royal-African- 
Company's Charter be what it will, I ſuppoſe from Salle in 15 De- 
grees North Latitude, to the Cape of Good-Hope in 35 Degrees South 
Latitude, (which I am told it is) I ſee no'reaſon why a Society eſta- 
bliſh'd for the Preſervation and Improvement of that Trade, for the 
general Advantage of Britain, and the Plantations thereunto belong - 


ing, ſhould be crampt in either their Privileges or the Extent of their 


Charter, any more than the ſeveral other trading Companies erect- 
ed by foreign Kingdoms and States for the ſame or the like Ends; 
| bs: eſpecially 


[33] | 
eſpecially when we look back and conſider that, during all the ſe- 
veral Periods of Time in which an unreſtrain'd Liberty was either 
aſſum d by, or allow'd to private Perſons, to encroach upon the Char- 
ter of the preſent Royal-African-Company, or any of their Predeceſſors, 
fince ever we had any footing in Africa, the Trade thither always de- 
clin'd and came to little or nothing; until reviv'd and reſtor d again 
by ſucceſſive New Grants with excluſive Privileges, upon every ſuch 
Occafion. | Pap ; 
OsJecr. III. 4 Trade confin'd to the Management of a Joint-Stock- 
Company is commonly carried on from the Port of the Metropolis only; | 
and by that Means all the other Out-Ports of the Kingdom are virtu- 
ally excluded from having any ſhare in the. Benefit and Advantage of | 
that Trade. 3 | | : - 
#  Answ. This may ſeem. to be a plauſible Objection, with ſome in- 
! conſiderate People. But has indeed nothing in it all; if we con- 
ſider, that during all the time in which the Trade to Africa has been 
open by Act of Parliament, theſe eleven Years paſt, no Ship wa 
ſent thither from any Port in England, except that of London; and 
ſome very few from Briſtol, and two or three from Leverpool, for an 
Experiment, in the beginning: From which laſt Port no Ship has 
been ſent thither theſe fix or ſeven Years paſt, for the Reaſons given 
Page 10. So that truly, whether the Trade to Africa be carried on 
Excluſively or in an open Method, it is, and always will be, much at | 
one with reſpe& to all the Out-Ports of the Kingdom; for, a ſortable | 
Cargoe proper for the Coaſt of Africa cannot be 8 had at 
any other Port than that of London only: Nor can it be denied but 
that, for lading even theſe few Ships which have been ſent from HBri- 
i ftol, ſome parts of their reſpe&ive Cargoes were ſent by Land-Car- 
i riages from London. Lea formerly no Ships were ſent from the Port 
0 of London it ſelf to the Coaſt of Africa, but what had the chief part 
= of their Cargoes from Holland, until the preſent Royal-African-Com- 
3 pany introduced and encouraged the firſt making of ſeveral of our Ma- 
naufactures here, which are proper for the Trade of that Coaſt. . 
OBJecr. IV. Tf the Trade to Africa be confin d ſo as to be carried 
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| on by 4 Foint-Stock only, thoſe who have lately united with us (mean- ix 
% ing Scotland) will be thereby excluded from having any ſhare in that | 
If Trade; and the hopes of making Advantages by Trade being the chief i « 
| Morives which induced them to agree to the Union; it were unreaſona- | | 
ble to fruſtrate their Expectations ſo far as to ſhut them our, fer good f 
and all, from the Right of trading to ſo extenſive a part of the World | | 
asthe Coaſt of Africa. : J t 
ANsw. This Objection is much of the ſame Nature with the im- t 
mediate preceding one; and therefore the ſame Anſwer given to the t 
former, may in a great Meaſure ſerve this. However, for the far- { 
ther Satisfaction of thoſe who have lately united with us, this Ob- A c 
jection ſhall he more particularly conſider d in its full Force. tl 
In the Lear 1695. Scotland eſtabliſh'd a Company by an Act of the 0 
Parliament of that Kingdom for trading to Africa and both the In- Cc 
dies; And as the Deſign was generally allow'd to be very Noble in t 
it ſelf, ſo was the Conſtitution moſt ſuitable to the Deſign: But ha- Al 


ving neither Strength enough, nor a ſufficient Stock of their own for 
71 pro- 
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proſecuting ſo great and extenſive an Undertaking 3 and being fru- 
{trated of the Aſſiſtance which they expected from hence, and from 


ſome parts beyond Sea, and Scotland it ſelf not | ove Cargoes of 


lortable Goods proper for either the Trade to rica, or that to the 


Eaſt. Indies; they ſeemed, in ſome manner, to lay aſide, or at leaſt 


ſuſpend, any Deſign of trading to theſe two parts of the World for 
ſome time; and bent their Thoughts chiefly on ſettling a Colony in 
America ;, to compaſs which they made indeed a conſiderable Effort : 
But the encouraging that Proje& not being then thought conſiſtent 
with the Intereſt of England, in a ſeparate State; and the Conſtituti- 
on of that Company _ thought incompatible with the Laws of 
gland, in an united State; it was agreed, that by the late Union 
of both Kingdoms, that Company ſhould be diſſolved; and as to all 
forezgn Trade and the Laws concerning Export and Import, Scor- 
land is now under the ſame Predicament with all the other parts of 
the united Kingdoms of Great Britain. L = 
I have been at ſome pains to inform my ſelf concerning the Pro- 
ceedings of that Company of Scotland, and do not find that ever they 
ſent any Ship to the Coaſt of Africa except one; and the outward 
Cargoe of that one it ſelf, was brought from Holland to Leith; 
which now is not practicable by Law : And tho' by the Union all 


the Inhabitants of Scotland are entitled to the ſame Freedom of tra- 


ding to Africa which the Inhabitants of all the other Ports of the 
united Kingdom have; yet there has not been ſo much as any one 


& fingle Ship ſent from Scotland to Africa, ſince the Commencement of 


the Union: Which ſhews evidently, that either they have no great 


Inclination, or that of themſelves they are under ſome inſuperable 


Incapacity, for proſecuting ſo hazardous and difficult a Trade: So 
that indeed any well-grounded Hopes which the Gentlemen of that 
Country can be ſuppoſed to have of ſharing in the particular Advan- 
tages to be had by the African Trade, muſt be only from a Foint- 
Stock-Company : For as they are equally free with the other Subjects 
of Great Britain to become Adventurers in the Joint-Stock propoſed, 
and conſequently to have a proportional Share of the Profits; ſo a 
Company having the ſole Management and Direction of the Trade 
may order Matters ſo as to lade a Ship or Ships for Africa, from any 
convenient Port or Ports of the united Kingdom, where a lading may 
be had, either of Proviſions or any other Commodity whatſoever, 
proper for the Coaſt of Africa; without being neceſſarily obliged to 
ſend a ſortable Cargoe from thence; becauſe, to anſwer that again, 
they may ſend little or nothing of theſe particular Commodities in 
their other Ships: Whereas, in the Method of an open Trade, par- 


g ticular private Traders having different Intereſts cannot poſſibly have 
ſo extenſive or comprehenſive a View-of the Trade at once, as a So- 


ciety acting by certain uniform Rules of Management can have: And 
therefore every private Trader minding only his own private Con- 
cern and preſent Gain, the Trade muſt of courſe, as it is now, be 
contin'd to that Port where all and every one of them can have ſor- 
table Cargoes; unleſs an excluſive Foint-Srock-Company be eftabliſh'd, 
and upon trial tind it practicable to contrive Matters otherways. 
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L 401 
1 can very juſtly aver, that I wiſh as well to the Intereſt of thoſe 
who are lately united with us, as any of the ſeparate Traders can do; 
tho', under the Colour of a piece of pretended Juſtice to that part 
of the united Kingdom, they would, for their own ſelfiſh Ends, 
keep us {till groping in the Dark ; while they themſelves would be. 
fiſhing in troubl'd Waters. I own I have too honourablean Opinion of 
the worthy and ingenious Gentlemen of that Country ever to ſup- 
poſe, and much leſs to believe, that like the Dog in the Fable, they'll 
neither do nor let do; that is, that for the ſake of retaining a mere 
imaginary fruitleſs Right of trading to a part of the World for which 
they have not the proper Subject or Medium of Trade, they'd ob- 
ſtru& the generous Endeavours of others in purſuing a National De- 
fign, which (if Succeſsful ) mult naturally diffuſe its Advantages, in 
ſome reſpect or other, throughout the whole united Kingdom, by 
adding to the Strength, Riches, Power and Credit thereof. 
OBIECr. V. By confining the African Trade to a Joint-Stock-Com- 
pany, all the Profie and Advantages thereof can redound only to a ſmall 
Number of Adventurers immediately concern'd in that Stock; whereas 
by having the Trade open in the Method of a regulated Company like 
that to Turkey, vaſt Numbers of all Her Majeſty's Subjects may have 
@ ſbare of the Profits. | | 1 K. 
Answ. This Objection is already more than ſufficiently obviated 
by the ſeveral Arguments contain'd in the preceding Chapter, con- 
cerning the Nature of a Joint- Stoch; and indeed the very Reverſe of 
what is ſuggeſted in this Objection, will upon Examination be found 
to be true: For, great Numbers of Perſons of all Ranks, Men, Wo- 
men and Children, may very well be concern'd in an exclufive Joint- 
Stock, for the Reaſons particularly mention'd in the Tenth Argument 
of the aforeſaid preceding Chapter; and de facto it always happens 
{o: But when an intricate Trade attended with many Difficulties, 
like that to Africa, 1s carried on in any open Method whatſoever, 
without a Foint-Stock; the Trade and all the Profits which can be 
made by it, muſt unavoidably, in ſome ſhort proceſs of Time, fall 
of courſe into the Hands of ſome few particular Perſons, whoſe Cun- 
ning will out-do that of their Neighbours: Yea, and if the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Turkey- Company were made the Model by which the Afri- 
can Trade ſhould be regulated; the far greater part of all the ſeparate 
Traders themſelves, who now urge that Method, would be thereby 
excluded, as illegitimate Perſons ; that is, as not being qualified. in 
the Terms of that Conſtitution. | . 
OBJECT. VI. A Joint-Stock- Company is good for nothing, but to car- 
” on a Stock-fFobbing-Trade, and the preſent Royal-African-Company 
ave cheated the Nation by Stock-Fobbing and dividing their Stock 
among the ſeveral Adventurers, by which Means their Stock is become 
worth little or nothing. | Bo 
Answ. At firſt view, this ſeems to be a very heavy Charge, tho 
indeed it imports but little: There was never yet any great Conve- 
nience or Advantage in the Management of any worldly Concern, 
* has not been attended with ſome certain Inconvenience or 
other. = : x, 
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Commoditas omnis ſua fert incommoda ſecum. 


But to argue ſo as to condemn the uſe of any thing, from the abuſe. 


| thereof, is ſuch a Method of reaſoning as can never paſs with Men of 


ſound and unbyaſs'd Judgments : For, one might, with as much Rea- 
ſon, conclude that if, in ſome former Ages, there has happened to 
be, here and there, a Biſhop who did not live up to the Dignity of 
that Character, but was guilty of ſome groſs immoralities; therefore 
the Office of a Biſhop was bad in it ſelf: Iam ſure this would be reckon d 
a very ridiculgps way of arguing; and yet the firſt part of the Obje- 


ction is the very ſame upon the Matter. 


It is no Concern of mine to plead in defence of Stock-Jobbing : 
However, ſuppoſing (for Example) that any of the Adventurers in the 
Joint-Stock of the Royal-African-Company, thinks fit toſell his Shares, as 
being his own Property,and perhaps the next Day again buys more Shares 


of that or any other Stock, from other Hands (which 1s called Stock- 


Jobbing) what can the general Stock of the Company be either the 
better or worſe for any imaginary Value that ſuch particular Perſons 
may ſeem to put upon it? But whatever may be in that; is this a 
Practice peculiar to the Royal-African-Company only? No; let any 
Man read but the common News-Papers, and he'll ſee the ſame Practice 
in relation to all other Stocks at home and abroad: And if it be an 
Abuſe, have we not alſo 'Tally-Jobbers, Land-Jobbers, Houſe-Jobbers, 
Horſe-Jobbers, and many other Jobbers too, who ſtand more in need 
of a Reformation. 7 | | 
Then, as to the ſecond part of the Objection, altho' it had been 
true, as it is not, it would be only Argumentum ad Hominem, and 
nothing at all as to the Nature of the thing it ſelf. Yea the Managers 


of the Royal-African-Company, ( who doubtleſs are the Perſons point- 


ed at in the Obje&ion) have already openly declared that, by Parti- 
culars and proper Vouchers ready to be produced to the Parliament, 
they can make it unqueſtionably appear, that, during the laſt and 
preſent War, the Company's caſual Loſſes, by frequent Captures and 
otherways, have been upwards of 40c0001. ; and that the {mall Divi- 
dends made among the Adventurers, were in effect but in the Nature 
of Premiums and Encouragements, for contributing much larger Sums, 
from time to time, for upholding and carrying on the Trade, and 


Preſerving their Forts and Settlements, until a convenient Opportu- 


nity ſhould offer for laying their Grievances before the Parliament. 
And if the Company's Stock be not now in ſo good a Condition as 
were to be wiſh'd, the many concurring Reaſons already given, in the 
foregoing Sheets, do ſufficiently evince that the Managers are not juſt- 


ly chargeable with the invidious Imputation of having mis-imploy'd 
either their Time or Talent, but that the Lowneſs of their Stock is 
. Altogether owing to other ſupervenient Cauſes. 5 
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Some Reaſons humbly offer d for committing the Ma- 
ue of the AFRICAN Trade to the Royal- | 


__ African-Company. 


Har now remains to be conſider'd is, in caſe the Wiſ- 
dom of the Parliament ſhall think fit to ſettle the Trade 


10 
— 


to Africa (as tis hop'd they will) upon the foot of a 
Wan Joint-Stock, with excluſive Privileges, who ſhould be 
wa Aut the Raiſers of that Joint-Stock, and be entruſted with 
the Management of the Trade. 

No doubt Her Majeſty and both the Houſes of Parliament are the 
only Judges who can beſt determine that Matter : However, the moſt 
probable and equitable View thereof which occurs at preſent is, that 
the Royal-African-Company have already, by their Petition to the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, ſignified their Willingneſs to raiſe a 
Stock ſufficient for the Preſervation and Improvement of that Trade, 
in all the Branches thereof; provided they be eſtabliſh'd by A& of 
Parliament, on the Foot of ſome fixt Conſtitution, ſuitable to the Na- 
ture and Circumftances of that Trade; and they have allo, by their 
publick Advertiſement in the Gazette, ſignified their Willingneſs to 
admit all ſuch Perſons as have a mind to become Joint-Adventurers 
with them, by raiſing any part of the needful Stock, upon equitable 
Terms. . 2 Par 

Now in caſe there ſhould happen to be any Competition in point 
of Preference, as to the Perſons to be entruſted with the Management 
of that Trade, upon the Foot of an exclufive Conſtitution; I muſt own 
that, in my humble Opinion, the Royal-African-Company has an equ i- 
table Claim of Preference in that matter, antecedent to that of any 
other Pretender whatſoever: For, | Es | 


J. When the African Trade was in a manner wholly loſt to the 
Nation, in the time of the laſt Dutch War, it is. well known what 
Pains were taken by the King and Government, at that time, to per- 
ſuade People to ſubſcribe to a Joint-Stock, for the Recovery, Preſer- 
vation and Improvement of that Trade; and that, upon the publick 
Faith of an excluſive Charter, granted then to the preſent Royal-Afri- 
can-Company, (which was, at that time, conceived to be an indubita- 
ble Security) they were induced not only to raiſe the Joint-Stock 
then propos d, but of courſe engaged likewiſe to contribute and launch 
out ſeveral vaſt additional Sums, from time to time, ever ſince, for 


the Purchaſing, Building, Repairing and Maintaining of Forts, 


Factorles, and Settlements on the Coaſt of Africa, and for the Pre- 
ſervation and Improvement of that Trade; which, beyond all per- 
adventure, neither they, nor any other Set of Men in the King- 
dom would have done, if they had then ſuſpected, in the leaſt, that 
others ſhould have the benetit of building upon the Foundation which 
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II. Tho' Charters under the great Seal, are not now lockt upon 
25 an unqueſtionable Right; having dll che Solerhviriss Tequiſite by 
Law, unleſs they be confirmed by Act ef Parliament; yet certainly; 
when Charters are granted for ſuch onerqus Cauſes nd Conſiderations 
as thoſe for which the Royal-Africen-Company's Charter was granted; 
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and eſpecially conſidering how far thb Pranting thereof has been the = 


means of involving the pany in eaty Difficulties, upen a Natio- 
nal Account; ſuch Charters may at leaſt be reckon'd an Argument 


to move the Parliament to have an equitable Regard to the Company's. 


Circumſtances, and to give them an Opportunity of recovering their 
Loſſes, by preferring them to any other intruding Pretender, in 


| the Management of the Trade to Africa; the preſervation of which to 


the Nation, has already coſt the Company ſo dear. 


III. By continuing the Management of the Trade to Africa in 


the Hands of the Royal- African- Company, and ſuch others as ſhall think 


fit to join with them, in the intended new Stock, upon the Foot of a 


fixt Parliamentary Conſtitution, the Trade may be carried on to far 
greater Advantages, in all Reſpe&s whatſoever, than can reaſona- 
bly be expected from the Hahth b any other Set of Men in the King- 
dom, who were to begin upon a quite new Foot: For, the Forts, 
Factories and Settlements which the Company have already in their 
ſſeſſion; the ftanding Alliances which'they have in force with the 
atives; the Obſervation, Knowledge aud Experience which th 
have of the Natare and Circumſtances of the Trade, and of the mo 
effe&ual Methods of practiſing upon the Natives, for T 


% 


and defeating the Beſiens of all fgreigu Competitors in the Trade of 


a regular Trade, ( tho* under the Preſſure of many Difficulties, oc- 
caſion'd by ſupervenient and indirect Ciuſes) are Advantages which, 
if yet to be procur'd and obtain'd, would doubtleſs be a very charge- 
able and difficult Taſk to a much more capable Set of Men than thoſe 
who at this time, for their own Ends, ſeem to flight thoſe Advanta- 
ges ſo much as they do. | | 


IV. By the many Advantages which the African-Trade did pro- 


duce to the Nation, during the ſhort time that the Royal-African- 
Company enjoy d the Privilege of their Charter excluſively, before the | 
Vide p 6. — 


Revolution; * it is evident that they manag d that Frade with abun- * 
dance of Dexterity and Application, with reſpe& to a National Inte- 


chat Coaſt; and their being, all-along to this Hour, in the courſe of 


* — 9 


reſt; and therefore it may juſtly be ſuppos d, that if they were once 


eſtabliſh'd by a Parliamentary Conſtitution, and were again encoura- 
ged and protected by the Government, they would ſtill extend their 
Acquiſitions and Improvements in that Trade, to the general Inte- 
reſt and Satisfaction of the Nation; yea the very Journals and Re- 
cords of the Company may be of greater uſe to them, in their Delibe- 
rations about the taking ſuitable Meaſures, upon ſeveral Occaſions, 
which may happen in the Proſecution of their Deſigns, than ſome 
People can readily imagine. a | 


And 
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And if it ſhould be — that the ſe; parate Traders bare ac 
quired abundance of Knowledge and — in that Trade, ſince 
the ſame has been laid open: I have ſame ground to believe that the 
. greateſt;part of this their boaſted Knowledge and Experience in the 
Hic mes ( ſuch as it is); is derived chiefly from, ſome Deſerters, 
who; have been debayched-and' ſeduced out of the Ompunys Service; 
and how far the Veracity, Probity or lategrity of ſuch Perſons ought 
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ents of the nd or the Higliſb ſeparate Traders, on tlie 
Coal auc ica, do carry their Proofs along, with them; yet "if 
it be found that the eule et f ch of them, as are material, will be que. 
ſtion'd, (which "tis dc they will not) then the 5 particular ouchers of 
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